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Luk. X. 41. Martba, Martha, thou art careful 
und troubled about many things : : but onething 
is needful. © 
Amos IV. 12. Therefore, thus will 1 do wnto 
thee, O Iſrael, and becauſe I will do thus unto 
ths, Prepare to meet thy God, 0 Iſrael. 
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; BOSTON, in N. E. 


2 for 8. Gerriſd, at the lower end of Cornhil, 
85 MDCCXXIVIL | 


ο,ονð ο‚ᷓ’] eee e. 


Deum timere oft nulla Mala facere, et nulla 
Zona, que facienda ſunt, præterire:— 

Ut; vero Timer non eft, ili Perditia eft 
Aim; ili Diſolutio Vitæ eſt; ili eſt 
alundantia Peccaterum. | 
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DEDIGATION. 
To the Young People in 


Marblehead, eſpecially thoſe under 
my more immediate Care: 


N 


Dearly Beloved, and longed for, 


Hope, I can truly ſay, That my Hearts Deſire and 
Prayer for you all is, That you may be ſaved. To 
this End were the two Diſcourſes to the Youth 
Calculated, and as is moſt ſuitable, in a plain 
and natural Method, and the moſt eaſy and 
"familiar Style, Ii at your Defire that they ar- 
now made publick : and if the Preaching, and publiſhing. 
of them, may be ipfluential upon you, to > you up, to 
make 1 your Buſineſs, my End will be anſwered, 
and I ſhall 5% little concerned at the Exceptions, which 
From the manner of my handling the Subjects, or the 
near Relation of the one ſo the other, may be made by 
ſuch as read only to find Fault. | — 


SURE I am, that the Subjeit ts of the neareſt Con; 
gernment unto you all, t hat you lift your ſelves in the 
Ser vice of God, and that you do it Immediately, with. 
out Delay; and no warmth of Spirit can bs tos 


great in preſſing ſo Important 4 Duly ugon you. 
242 
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THE awful Providente cf GOD, in the Torrible 
Earthquake, and aſtoniſbing Noiſe, which, ſo ſoon fol- 
lowed upon ihe Preaching cf theſe Sermon, has, doubt- 
leß, given an Edge to the Convittions of many of you, 

| what Need there ts that you bs in Earmeft, and make 
all imaginable Hafie, to ſecure your Eternal Welfare, 
by getting into the Ark of Safety. This, doubileſs, has 
awakened you to flock more **rnefily to the Houſe, and 
Or dinances of God, that you "thay bs inflrutted in the 
Path of Life, and be in the way of the Bleſſing. This 
aifn bas produced your Dre of printing the Diſcourſe, 
which I gave the crowded Aſſembly upon the Lecture after 


= > _ wn \:”T oc _ 8 I. 


t bat diſmal Night, and while as yet the Rumblings of g 
tbe Earthquake wers daily beard among us, | 
; 7 
SUCH aftonifding Pralibations of the great and tor- 1 
ribls Day of the Lord, bas made you Thoughtful, what 
you ſdall do to be ſuved. O, ſuffer not the Convittions 
of the Nec-fſity of y'ur being found in Peace with your * 
| Fudge, and your Beginning Preparations for that awful WW 
Day of the Lord, to dye away in the Birth. * 
GOD is yet bolding the Rod over us, and Keeping if © 
your Fears awake, by the Ropetition of the Noiſe of ili N 
the Earthquake am- daily, and particularly tbe laft 4 
Lord's-Day Evening, at 20 min. after Nins, the One and * 
Twentieth Day fince it firft began, you were again ſur- 
Prized with the Roaring Noiſe. But if there were n , 


fuch Cauſe for your Fears, yet Remember, that the ter- 
rible Commnation in the Word of Ged, are a much 
ftronger Ground of fearing to fall into the Hands of 
the Living God, than any Noiſe or Shakes of the 
Earth can be. Loet then your fearful Apprebenrfions 
dead you to lay bold on the Horm: of the Altar ; and 
while your Fears drive you to JESUS, the SAV IOUR, 
let Love confFrain you to abide faithful to Him. Seo 
fhe wide Field of Divine Grace and Love opening before 
you, in the Wonders of Redemption, in providing ſuch 

# Saviour for you, and in His Readineſs to accept of 

- you; and the Riches of Divine Mercy in ſparing 75 ou, 
when your Fleſh and Heart trombled, for fear of tbe 
Rig kteous Jus ęments of God; and let the Proſpett fi 
: you 


 DepDrceaT rom fit 


ot with an inextinguiſheble Flame of Love to God, and 
Chrift ; that the Love of God, reigning in your Hearts, 
may effettually prevail over every other Love, to the era. 
dicating of Sin and Luft out of your Souls, and filling 
you with the Principles of the Divine Life, that you may 
never More o into any way of Wickedneſs, but 
may walk unblameably before Him, in all the Duties of 
Holy Obedience, | | 


THERE are eſpecially T'wo things I would Commend 
fo you, as very requiſite to the Life of real Piety, and 
to promote your Growth in Grace, namely, a bigh Vene. 


ration for the Ward of God, and a ſacred Regard to the 
Day ef the Lord, * : * 


IF the Word of God be duly valued by you, as it 
ought to be, then will you improve it, as the Man of | 
your Counſel, and dirett your Walk according to it. This 
will render the Dottrines of the Chriftian Religion certain 
fo you, its Duties eaſy and pleaſant, and its Hope com. 
ortable, Whereas a lebe Efteem for the Divine Oracles 
pill no gen flacken your Regard to the practical Du. 
ies of Chriftianity, and deprive you of the Joys of its 
Pr omi ſod er CYs 
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AND a due Santlification of the Lord's-Day will 
ender the Nord more profitable to you, your Spirits 
ore devout and Heavenly, and will hs a great Inu. 
nce into your Prattice ali the erſuing Week, Mbercal, a 
ighting and Profoning ef thei Holy Time by unneceſſary 
Bu fi ne i, by Sporis ena Diver ſiens, will rob you of the 
B enefit of Divine Infliruttions, and fink your Minds into 
2 careleſs Regardleſneſs of Ged, Religion, ond your own 
Souls, and will leave you cm eaſy Prey to all Temptations + 

fo Profanity, and Immorality, 


I — you therefore, az you value yeur Souls, Tet 
be ſe T'wo have a kind Entertainment with you; and let 
the Voice of God in His Providence, put you wpon 
bearkening more diligently to the Voice of His Word, and 
make you more careful to Ford an boly Reft to the Day 
of the Lord, that you moy bave vil grounded a” 


EE >» } as, hed oi rite ro 


* 


iv DEzDreATrIoON: 
of partaking of that Reft which remeins for the U 
of God, where no Terror or Amazement at over ſure 
prize you, 

1 | 

' MAY the Bleſſing of God go along with theſs La. 
| Bours, and make you greatly to increaſe in Divine 

Knowledge, and abound in Faith and Love, in Rigbte. 

ouſneſi and Charity, in Temperance and Sobriety, and in 
| your Earneft Cries to Heaven for the beſt of Bleſſings 
| upon you, and for me alſo, that I may find Mercy to 
ho faithful, and accepted. wks 


AND now, Brethren, I Commend you to God, and the 
Word of His Grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an Inberitance among all them thas 
are Santtified. | | 


Marblehead, 
| Nov, 21. 1727. 
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Excited to 
Seel the LORD in their Youth, 
AS ERM ON 
Preach'd at Marblehead, October 8th. 17278 


— 
— 


II. CHRON. XXXIV. 3. 


In the Bighth Tear of his Reign, while be wah: 
yet Toung, he began to ſeck after the God of 
| David his Father. 


HE Beloved Apoſtle Jobs, writing to 
| Gaias, in his Third Epiltle,ver.4. ſays, 
T have no greoter joy, than to Fear that my 

| Children walk inthe Truth, Ard truly, 
what greater ground of Joy & Cotnfort can there 
be to a Miniſter of the Goſpel, who has hisHeart 
Jet for the Conyerfion of Souls to God, than to 
ſee the Children of his People earneſtly ſeeking 


and ſerving the Lord, according to the Truths 
of the Goſpel > The Lambs in the Flock are a 


YOUNG PERSONS 


' 


CORE . 


—— 


2 Young Perſons Excited 


out of the path of Life, or when they have gone 
altray may be recovered and brought into the 
Fold of Chriſt, is a very great part of the Work 
of the Evangelical Miniſtry, Hence the Apoſtle 
directs Titus, ro exhort Young Men to be ſober- 
minded, Tit. II 6. And hence, you find the Word 
of God ſo often addreſſed unto Young People, 
that they would remember their Creator in rhe 
days of their Youth ; and ſo often ſetting Ex- 
am̃ples before them of thoſe that in their Youth 
turned unto God, and ſought Him with their 
whole Heart; and ſo often the Commend given 
unto the Young Diſciples, as the Beloved Diſci- 
ples ; all of ir to encourage and perſwade our 
Young People to become virtuous, ſober, & Re- 
ligious betimes. | 
To this purpoſe ſerve the Words of my Text. 
I For whatſoever Things were written aforetime 
"are written for our Inſtruttion. 13 
Ix This, and the following Chapter, we have 
an account of good Z/tah's Reign, ſucceeding the 
Reigns of a wicked Jlanuſſeh & Amon; and it 
is recorded of him, Thar he did that which was 
Right in the ſight of the Lord, and walked in the ways 
of David bis Father, and declined neither to the right 
band, nor to the left ; For in the Eighth Tear of bis 
Reign, &c. Foſiah was but Eight Years old when 
he began to reign, as we ſee in ver. 1, and he 
began ro ſeek after God in the Eighth Year of 
| his Keign, as the text tells us, ſo that while he 
| was yet but a very Young Man, in the Sixteenth | 
| Year of his Age, ſo ſoon as he came to Years of 
| Diſcretion and 0 we find him be- 
| ginning to ſeek the Lord. This is recorded of 


* : | him 
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10 Seek the LORD in their Touth. 3 


him to his Commendation, and was that which 
laid the Foundation of his great Serviceablenels, 
in his more advanced Years. Herein he did bur 
what was his Duty, what he owed to God, & his 
own Soul; and he reaped the Advantage of it 
afterwards, for his Reign was more peaceful and 
e, WI prefperous, than that of the wicked Kings that 
je Went before him, or avy that came after him, 
. W and he lived not to fee the Evil which God bro't 
h WM vpon Jeruſalem. From the Words we may raiſe 
ir this DocrRINE, vis. | 


i. de, 


2 THAT it ie the Duty and Intereſt of Dung Per: 
| ſons to ſeek the Lord, tehile they are yet loung, 


6 In ſpeaking to which, I will 

T. BrIEFLy ſhew mbar zs imployed in ſeeking 
Ee the Lord. And then, 
e 2. /H Toung Perſons ſhould [eek the Lord while 
ti 7hey are yer Lung. | 
£ I. WHAT 'i implied in ſeeking the Lord, Tho? 
ſometimes ſeeking the Lord is to be underſtood 
tin a limitted & reſtrained ſenſe, and fo it means 
Prayer, and calling upon God; yet here it is 
n evidently to be underſtocd in a large and more 
e extenſive meaning; for 'tis mentioned as the 
£ Charatteriſtick of Zo/i4b's Religious Temper and 


Diſpoſition, & therefore includes in it the whole 
of Religion, even all that Duty which we owe 
to God, and our own Souls, 
And accordingly, | 
I. SEEXING after God implies in it, a devs; 
B 2 nd 
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7 Tung Perſons Exetted 


end reverent RefpeT to the Divine Being & PerſeTions, 


That which we ſeek after we have a reſpe& and 


value for: we look upon it as certain, and worth 


our haying. Now our reſpedt and value for God 


turns upon the ſerious, 8 awful Appre- 


henſions which we entertain in our Minds, of 
His Being, and adorable Perfections; that is to 
ſay, that our Hearts ate ever kept under the ſtrong 
and powerful Impreſſions of a fixed Belief, and 
Acknowledgment, that as He hath manifeſted 
Himſelf, ſo He is Infinite, Eternal and Unchan- 


- geable, in His Being, Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Truth. This is to be lay'd 
in the Foundation of our Seeking after God. And 
thus ſhould Young Perſons maintain upon their 


Minds the awful Apprehenfions of it, that veri- 
ly there is a God; a God that made theHeavens, 
the Earth and the Sea, and all things that there- 
in are; and therefore a God that made them, that 
has given Life & Breath to them, that upholds 
them in Life, and Preſerves and Defends them, 


and Feeds and Cloaths them, and in whom it is 


that they live, and move, and have their Being. 
And becauſe the Name of this God is Holy and 


Reverend, therefore they ſhould be exceed ing 


careful that they do not Injure, and Prophane, 


and Blaſpheme, & take His Holy Name in vain; 


but ſhould always think, and ſpeak reverently of 


God, and maintain an holy Aw of God, His Name, 
Titles, Attributes, Worſhip, Word, and Works, 


upon their Hearts. 

2. SEEKkING after God implies in it, a ſincere 
end hearty Choice of the Lord for our God. That 
which we ſeek after, we make Choice of; our 
ö; CERT, 
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ro Seek the LORD in their Touth. 7 


Aﬀcttions are ſer upon it, and our Will embraces 


jr, and derermines for it. Thus Young Perſons 
ſhould ſeek after God, by a ſincere and unfeigu- 
ed Choice of the Lord for their God, dedicating 
themſelves to Him, and reſolving to be for the 
Lord, and for no other. Their Wills ſhould 
cloſe with Him, by a ſerious Choiceof the Ever- 
living Jehovah, God Father, Son and Holy Spi- 


Tir, for their God and Father, their Redeemer, 


and Sanctifier. Their Aﬀections ſhould cloſe 

with this God, by loving Him with all their 
Heart, with all their Soul, with all their Mind, 
and with all their Strength; and the earneft 
Defire of their Souls ſhould be after God inChrift, 


that they may enjoy His Favour, which is better 


than Lite; and that the Divine Image may be 
ſtamped upon them in Righteoufneſs and true 
Holineſs, the Dignity & Glory of their Nature. 


They ſhould ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Pal. Ixiii. 7. 


O God, thou art my God, early will | ſeck thee; mw 
Soul thirſletb for Tlec; my Feſb longetb for Thee. 


They ſhould chooſe an Intereſt in Chriſt, as rhe 


one thing needful, and prefer it above all the 


Enjoy ments of this World. They ſhould make 


Choice of thar Good part which cannot be taken 
away from them, even a Portion in Heaven, 
which will be equal to the Nature & Duration, 


of their Immortal Souls; that when they come 
to Dye, and leave this World, they may go to 

the Houſe not made with Hands, Eternal in the 
Heavens, | 


3. To ſeek after God implies in it, @ diligent 
uſe of all proper Methids to obtain Him. That 
which we ſeek for, we ate wont to ſearch after 

Wo it, 
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Tuoung Perſons. Excited 


it, to take pains to find it, and uſe all likely 
Methods to obtain ir. And thus ſhould Young 
Perſons ſeek after God, in the diligent -uſe of 
all appointed Means, and in improving all the 
proper Methods, by which God may become 
their God, and Portion for ever- And what are 
the proper Methods herefor ? But the Exerciſe 
of thole various Duties of Religion, Sobriety, 
the Fear of God,andObedience to His Commands, 
which God Himſelf hath directed us to. Thus 
then they ſhould ſeek after God, in a diligent 


Attendance upon all the Duties of Religion; by 


the Performance of the Duties of Natural Reli- 
gion, in their earneſt Prayers to God, publick 
and private, in their Families, and in their Clo- 
ſets, and in Praifing of Him; and in all the Acts 
of Inſtiruted Religion, remembring to keep Holy 
the Sabbath Day, ſeriouſly attending upon the 
Word & Ordinances of God in His Houſe,coming 
under the Baptiſm of the Lord, and carefully 
living up to their Baptiſmal Engagements, and 
by preparing themſelves for, and approaching to 
the Holy Table of the Lord, that they may re- 
ceive the Childrens Bread. Thus we find it re- 


| Corded of good Jaſab, that he took care of the 


Service of theflouſe of God, and kept thePaſſover. 
Tavs Young Perſons ſhould ſeek rhe Lord,by 


. an univerſal Obedience ro His holy Command- 


ments, Pfal.CXIX. 9. Wherewith ſhall a young man 
eleznſe bis way, by taking beed thereto according to 
thy Word. They ſhould diligently read, and hear 
the Word of God, and meditate upon ir, and en- 


deavour to govern their Praftice accosding to it. 


They 


„„ i U&Q 0 059 n VY 


A £8 qo Ov 


n 


rere 


n 


- 
®S. 


N 


out of the way that would hinder our find ing it. 


to Seek the LORD in their Touth. - P 


They ſhould obſerve what that Word ſays, and 
take heed to obey and do it. They ſhould im- 
prove it as a Lamp to their Feet, and a Light 
to their Path; make it the Rule of their walk, 
and according to the Directions thereof, live So- 
berly, Righteouſly and Godly in this preſent 
World, that they may not inJure any in Word, 
or in Deed, but may be meek and humble, bene- 
ficent and kind, and full of all Goodneſs & Cha- 
rity to all about them. Thus ab, when he 
had found the Book of the Law read therein,and 
formed his Practice according to it. | 
4. SEEKING after God implies in it, anſeig ned 
Repentance of all din. When we are ſecking aftet 
any thing, we endeavour to remove every thing 


Now Sin is the only thing that would hinder our 
obtaining the Favour of God; and therefore 
this muſt be put away, by unfeigned Repentance. 
Thus therefore Young Perſons ſhould ſeek after 
the Lord, by Kepenting of all their Sins, and 
turning from them, with all their Heart & Soul. 
"Tis a Direction given to Young Perſons, Prov. 
I. 23. Turn you at ny Reproof. They ſhould 
therefore look upon their paſt Sins with Abhor- 
rence and Deteſtation, and loath themſelves in 
their own Eyes, and mourn and lament before 
the Lord becauſe of them, and judge & condemn 
themſelves,as unworthy of the leaſt Mercy from 
God, and deſerving of His higheſt Diſpleaſure, 
for their manifold & aggravated Tranſgreſſions : 
they ſhould reſolve for the Time to come, ro 
have nothing more to do with the unfruitful 
Works of Darkneſs,and be ever upon nan, 
an 


5 Toung Perſons Excited 


9 ** | 

and Guard againſt Sin, and ſtrenuouſly refiſt all IN | 

Temptations therero : they ſhould make ir their ' 

great Care to flee Youthful Lults, ro keep them-  , 

ſelves pure and unſpotted from the World, and ; 

approve themſelves blameleſs and unrebukable, WW , 
2 
1 
I 
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as the Children of God, in the midſt of a crook- 
ed and perverſe Nation. Theſe things are im- 
plied in ſeeking after God, I paſs, 


II. TO /hew why Toung Perſons ſhould thus ſeek 
the Lord, while they are yet Toung.- 


1 
And here, | 7 

r. GOD Himſelf requires of Young People, and 1 
Commands them thus to ſeek after Him. 4 
Hence is that, Eccl. XII. 1. Remember thy Creator I 20 
in tbe Days of thy Touth, q d. While thou art yet y. 
-Young, remember there is a God, who made 10 
thee to ſerve and glorify Him; and remember ih 
to make it the main Buſineſs of thy Life to anſ- W kr 
be 

Su 

be 

Ol 

ly 
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wer the End of thy Creation, to love this God, 
to devote thy ſelf to Him, to obey His Commands, 
and ſhun all that would be offenfive ro Him. 
Thus it is a Rule and Injunction given to Young 
. Perſons, 2 Tim. II. 22, Flee Touthſul Luſts : be 
very careful ro guard againſt all rhe Vices that 
. Youth is molt inclined and addicted to. This 
ſufficiently ſhews that God requires it of Young 
People to ſeek after Him. And has God com- 
manded Thee, and wilt thou dare to diſobey Hof 
Him! Has He not all imaginable Right to re- WWD, 
quite this of Thee? and art thou not under the 
. moſt ſtrong and powerful Obligations to do what 
He requires-? Is He not thy God; the one 
2 | at 
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hath made thee ? thy Father that hath bought 
thee, and eſtabliſhed thee? And oughteſt thou 
not to live in Obedience toHim from whom thou 
receiveſt thy very Being? Is He not the God 


that preſerves 2 hat daily takes care of thee, 


and ſupplies thy Wants, and redeemeth thy 
Life from Deſtruction? And ſhouldeſt thou not 


in gratitude to Him for all his Benefits to thee, 


be ready to yield Obedience ro whatſcever He 
enjoyns thee? Is not all thy Hope of Eternal 
Life and Happineſs founded upon His Infinite 
Grace and Mercy to thee ? Canſt thou expect to 
be ſaved without the Strength of His Arm, and 
the Wonders of His Grace appearing for thee'? 
And wilr thou not then remember to hearken 


to His Voice, and diligently enquire after Him? 


Yea, cannot He puniſh thee, and make thee miſe- 
rable in the place of Torment forever, if thou 
ſhouldſt be diſobedient to His Command ? And 
knowing the Terrors of the Lord, wilt thou not 
be perſwaded to become a willing and obedient 
Subject roHim? O that our Young People would. 
be prevailed withal to confider the manifold 
Obligations lying upon them to obey the Heaven- 
Iy Voice, and yield a ready Compliance with 
what the Lord their God requires of them. 

2. THERE is the Example of many others who 


have ſought after God while they were yetYoung. - 


The Sacred Scripture gives you many Inſtances 
of ſuch as began berimes to ſeek afrer God. 
David did ſo, who could ſay, Pſal. LXXI 9. Thow 
art my Hops, O Gad, thou art my Truft from my 


Jouth. It was a Youn Foſeph, who could ſay, 


pea rewyted to Uaclcannelh, Gan, — 


—— 
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Young Perſons Excited © 


How can I do this great Wickednef, and Sin againſt 
God. Meſes had made his Choice of God while 
he was yetYoung,of whom itisſaid, Heb. XI. 24,— 
When be was come o years (of Diſcretion,) be r6- 
fuſed to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's Daughter, chu- 
fing rather to ſuffer affiiftions with the Frople of God, 
ibn to enjoy the pleaſure of ſin for a ſeaſon; eſiee m- 
ing the reproach of Chrift greater Riches, than the 
Treaſures of Egypt, ſer be bad reſpect uno the re- 
compence of Reward, Obadiab could ſay, as I Kin. 
 XVIIL. 12. I tby Servant fear the Lord from my 
 Yourb. Of Foftab tis here recorded that (in the 
Sixteenth Lear of his Age) tobile he was yet 
Toung be began to ſeek after the Lord. And we are 
told of Timothy, 2 Tim. III. 15, That from a Child 
thou bat known tbe Scriptures, tobich are able 10 
make thee wiſe roSalvation, Thus we have ſeveral 
Examples, upon ſacred Record, and thro' the 
Mercy of the moſt High are not without ſome 
in our Days, of Young Perſons ſeeking after the 
Lord : And what is the end of theſe Examples 
being ſer before you, but to ſhew you your Duty, 
and encourage you to it. O that a Principle of 
laudable Ambition might fire the Breaſts of our 
Young People, that they may be excited to go 
and do likewiſe, | PP 
3. IT will be every way unſpeakably to the 
—_— YoungPeople to ſeek after theLotrd. 
ere, | 
1. TRIS will be of all things moſt profizable to 
Thee. Perſons in their Youth are ſtriving to 
make to themſelves an Intereſt in this World; 
they are plotting & contriving, they labour and 
Wee may ger omnathing et n orice 
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to. Seek the LORD in their Toutb. 11 
Good, and if poſſible lay up for a rainy Day. 
But alas! what are all the Gains of thisWorld; 
compared with the Gains of ſerious Religion 
and Godlineſs? If thou will ſeek God, and ſerve 
Him, and Live a Sober and Religious Life; this 
will briog in the grearelt Rerenue to thee. This 
will {ſecure a Sufficiency of the Goed things of 
this Life in the Covenant promiſe of God: for 
Godlineſs bas ihe promiſe of the Liſe that now 18. 
1T:m. IV. 8. And our Bleſſed Saviour bath ab 
ſured thee, if thou wilt ſeek fitſt the Kingdom 
of God, & His Righteouſneſs, that all theſe things. 
ſhall be added unto you. Mat, VI. 33. So that in 
this way of Sceking ard ſerving God, you will 
moſt of all promote your Temporal lntereft and 
Advantage; having theſe Things ſecured in the 
promiſe to thee, which is more than any Wick- 
ed Man has. | 

Bor beſides all of this, by your thus Seeking 
the Lord in your Youth, you will bring in the 
greater Spiritual profit and Gain to you. You 
have precious and immortal Souls in you, and 
the more their Intereſt is advanced, the greater 
will be the profit you will reap thereby to your- 
ſelves. Now by your ſeeking after God in your 
Youth, by being Religious betimes you will gain 
the inward Peace and Satisfattion of your own 
Minds, the Rejoycing & Teſtimony of your Con- 
ſciences for you, which alone will be better un- 
toyou than all this World, without it. Thus 
the Keeping the Commandments is its own Re- 
ward,Pſal. XIX. 11. In keeping them there is great 
Reward. This alſo will be a means to poſſeſs 
you with the Grace of God, the Merchand'ze 


C 2 whereof 


29 «@* 


J 
4 


12 Tung Perſons Excited 
whereof is better than Silver, & the Gain there? 
of than fine Gold; and the ſooner you begin ro 


ſeek after God, the more you may expett to have 
your Graces increaſed ; and by a due improve- 


ment of them, lay in a greater Stock againſt a 


Time of Need. Apd over and above, this will 
Tecure to you the Everlaſting Happineſs of your 
Souls, and increaſe your Weight of Glory, by 
your early dedicating yourſelves to the Service 
of God, and longer Continuance therein. And 
Tay now, what is all the Profit and Gain of this 
World compared with this? eſpecially if for the 
Nake of this World, you ſhould neglect God, and 
looſe your own Souls. Mat. XVI. 26. What 18 
4 Man profited, if be ſhall gain the whole World, and 
looſe his own Soul? or what ſhall a Man give in Ex: 
change for bis Soul? | 
2. Ir thou wilt Seek after God while thou 
art yer Young, this will greatly tend to thy Ho- 
nour. Young Perſons are apt eno' to think of 
making a Figure in the World; and they ought 
to be concerned for their Good Name, and be 
careful to gain a Reputation; a laudable Ambi- 
tion ſhould put them upon ſtriving to excell; for 
we are told Prov. XXII. x. A Good Name i ra- 


zber to be choſen than great Riches; and loving Fa- 


 wour rather than Silver and Gold, Bur, alas! how 
very much are young Perſons prone to miſtake 
the way to eſtabliſh their Reputation? *Tis not 

to gratify their Luſts, to follow their carnal Ap- 
petites, to allow themſelves in faſhionable vices; 
this is not the way to Excellency and Dignity; 
bur this will tend to bring a Blot upon thy 
Name, to Brand thee with the mark a 

r . "ow 


to Seek the LORD in their Touth. 13 
How natural is it to obſerve upon the Condutt 
of Young Perſons, and to ſay of a vitious Young 


Man, *there goes a profligate debauched Young 


Fellow; and his Name becomes a Stench in the 
Noſtrils of all ſober, vertuous, and thinking Peo- 
ple. But the true Way to get a Reputation, 
and gain Applauſe is to do thoſe things thar are 
Vertuous & praiſe worthy. Hence we ate told, 
Prov. XII. 26. The Righteo:4 is more excellent 
than bis Neighbour. This, O Young Man, will 
be the way to make thy Name as precious Oynt- 
ment, the Perfume of it will be grateful where- 


ever it comes. The better Part of Mankind will 


value, eſteem, and honour thee; Good People 
will rejoyce to ſee thee, and ſay of thee, that is 


an Excellent Young Man; and even the Vain and 


Profligate, Who hate the Practice of Virtue, and 
will openly laugh and ſcoff at thy Preciſeneſs, 
will yet have an inward Eſteem and Veneration 
for the truly Religious Young Man. So that thy 
Vertue and Religion will be the moſt likely way, 
literally to bring thee to Honour, by promoting 
thee to Places of Eminency and Dignity among 
Men. Hence the Wiſe Man ſays of that Wildom 
which is the Fear of the Lord, Prov. IV. 8. Ex- 
alt her and ſhe ſhall promote thee; ſhe ſhall bring thee 
to Honour when thou doſt embrace her. ! 

Bes1Des this will pur the trueſt Mark of Ho- 
nour upon thee, as it will bring thee into a near 
Conformity-to the Divine Likeneſs. This will 


raiſe thee above the Level of the Brute, & ten- 


der thee one of the precious Sons of Sion, and 

thou ſhalt be Honourable in the Eyes of thyGod,; 
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fice? than to be one of the Children of the moſt 

High, to have the Eternal Son of God Himſelf 

encircle thy Brows with a radiant Crown, and 
ſear thee with Himſelf on a Throne of unfading 

Glory. Yet ſo ſhall they be Honoured who thus 
devote themſelves to the Service of God. John 
XII. 26. If any Men ſerve me, let him follow me, 
and where | am, there ſhall my Servant be; if any 
Min ſerve me, bim will my Father Honour. 

3. Tus to ſeek the Lord, while thou art yet 
Young, will afford you the trueſt Joy and Plea- 
Jure. This ſeems to be a very inticing Bait with 

oung Perſons, who have their Hearts ſo much 
ſet upon their Pleaſures; and therefore the great 

Adverſary of Souls fails not to improve it to the 
belt Advantage, on his ſide, to draw away the 
Minds of Young People from their Duty to God 
and their own Souls. They are ready to think 
that this and the other carnal Joy and ſenſual 
Pleaſure muſt be gratified: and they are prone 
vainly to imagine that if they ſhould become 
ſober, and virtuous, they ſhould be tied up to 
fuch ſtrait Rules, as never more to know what 
Pleaſure means. But ſtay, O Young Man, and 
think ſeriouſly a little; and then ſay which is 
the Way to have Pleaſure. What are all the 


Pleaſures thou art prone to be ſo fond of? At 


the beſt they are but of the loweſt Kind, ſuch 
as tend only to the gratifying of thy Body, and 
the lower Appetites. And wherein, after thy 
fulleſt Career in thoſe low dteggy Pleaſures, 
art thou better than the Beaſt, who is capable 
of them all, it may be in a higher degree of Sen- 
fation? What are all theſe to the Joy and * 

| ure 
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to Seek the LORD in their Touth. - 15 


ſute of the Soul, which is to be found in the 
Ways of Wiſdom? Her Ways are Ways of Plea- 
ſantneſe and all ber Paths are Peace. Prov III. 17, \ 
When thou halt tried all the Pleaſures thou canſt 1 
think of, in the Ways of Sin, thou wilt find none | 
of them to be equal with the rational Satisfacti- ö 
on, ariſing from an Orderly walk: and yet theſe N 
are greatly below the true refined Spiritual Plea- | 
Tures, reſulting from a Life of true Religion and | 
Godlineſs, the aſſurance of Gods Love, Peace of 
Conſcience, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 1 
| Bestpes; all thePleaſures of Sin are followed 
bonner or later with the Laſhes & Stings of an 
I awakened and enraged Conſcience, Thy guilty 
' 8 Conſcience will one Day ſtare thee in the Face, 
and the diſmal & ghaſtly Wounds, it will then 
give unto thySoul, will abundantly over-ballance. 
all the pretended Pleaſures thou haſt enjoyed, 
Prov. XXIII. 32. Ar laff it biteth like a Serpent, 
and flingerh like an Adder. Whereas the Pleaſures 
of a Godly Life have no ſuch horrid ſelf · Re flecti- 
ons, are attended with no ſuch remorſe & horror z 
bur afford a new Joy in the review of them. 

Nax further all the Pleaſures of Sin are but 
for a Seaſon ; as *tis ſaid of the Laughter of 
fools,Eccl. VII. 6. *Tis lie the crackling of thorns 
under a pot : It may make a noiſe, bur it is not 
laſting ; and when it ends, will end either in 2 
bitter Repenrance, or in the amaZing Horrors ct 
of Eternal Fire. Tis ſzid of him that ind ulges 
himſelf in ſenſual Pleaſures, Prov. VII. 22, 23. 
le goeth after ber as an ox to the ſlaughter, as a fool 
to the correflion of the Rocks ; till a dart ſirie thro? 
his liver, 6 g bird boſleneth go the ſnare, & knoweth 
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16 Dung Perſons Excited 
not that it is for it's life, But the Pleaſures 
of a life of ſerious Godlineſs are ſolid, ſubſtan» 
tial, & durable; they are true Pleaſures, and 
laſting Joys. Tho' they may admit of an Inter- 
Tuption, as to the actual Experience of them, at 
times; yet they will never leave thee, as long 
as thou art in the World; and when thou ſhalt 
be here no more, they will follow thee into the 


Eternal World, where thou ſhalt be ſwallowed 


up iwith endleſs and uninterrupted Joys; while 
the Wicked ſhall lie down in pute and endleſs 
Sorrow, Pſal. XVI. 11. Thou wilt. ſhew me the path 
of life ; in thy preſence there is julneſs of Foy, and 
at thy "Os band there are plesſures for evermore, 

4 ar, "IE 

4. To ſeek the Lord while thou art yetYoung, 
ic tbe way to ſave thy Immortal Soul forever. And 
what can be of greater Importance & Concern- 


to thee, than the Salvation of thy own Soul? 


What, I beſeech thee, is needful for thee, if this 
is not? Doſt thou think ir needful to take care 
of thy Body, and provide for the comfortable 
Support of it? And is it not infinicely more 


need ful that thy Soul be provided for? Is it 


need ful for thee to comply with the inclination 
of thy Friends, and gratify thy Companions ? 
And is it not infinitely more neceſſary to pleaſe 


thy Maker, and beſt Friend, that thou mayſt 


be happy in bis Favour? Whenever thou art 
tempted to do any thing contrary to the Law of 
God, upon the pretence of neceſſity, for thy Body, 
or thy Friend; think ſeriouſly with thy ſelf, 
That bar one thing is needfal, and that is, that thou 
Wguldtt faye thy precigug Immyrtal Soul. Does 

| 1 not 
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to Seek the LORD in their Tut 5, 
fot thy Soul lie wounded, bleeding, periſhing* 
under the Power of Sin, the as of the De. 
vil, and the rremendous Wrath of an Angry and 
Almighty God ? And will not you do all that 
you can to reſcue it from this Miſery, and pres 
ſerve it from Eternal Perdition ? Is it not abfo- 
lutely neceſſary, and thy higheſt wiſdom, that 

ou ſhould do ſo ? Why, this is the Way to 
{ve thy Immortal Soul from all this Miſery, 
and to render it compleatly Happy, to ſeek after. 
GOD, to live Religiouſly, and walk in Obedience 
to the Divine Commandments, while thou art 
yet in thy Youth, For how canft thou hope to 
enjoy God, unleſs thou art faithful in His Ser- 
vice? or to ſee Him, if thou art not like Him ? 
Witbout Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Heb. 
XII. 14. How can you think of entring into 
the Kingdom of God, unleſs thou art new born ? 
Has not our Saviour plainly ſaid, Job. III. 3. Vet 
rily, verily, I ſay unto you, except a man be born a- 
gain, be cannot ſee the kingdom of God, Thou mayſt 
call thy ſelf a Chriſtian, and ſay thou haſt Faith, 
but without this all thy prerentions are vain z 
thy Faith is but a lifeleſs thing, while deſtitute © 
of the works of Obedience ro the Law of God. 
So that unleſs thou doſt truly ſeek after, and 
ſerve God, repent of thy Sin, and lead a holy 
Life, thou wilt be miſerable for ever. We are 
told, Rom. VIII. 13. If ye live after the fleſh, ye 
Shall die. If ye live in the ſervice of Sin, ful» 
filling the defiies of the Fleſh and of the Mind, 
walking according to the courfe of the World, in 
gratifying your fleſhly and carnal Appetites, ye 
mall die, & your Souls will be damned for ever, 
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2nd twill. be beyond the power of Heaven Earth 
to ſaxe thee, Tf thou thouldſt dye in thy Sins. 


or God will judge thee, and condemn thee for 
© 1 75 Ways; and who is he that ſhall 


all deliver thee.? Eccl. XI. 9. Rejoyce, O young 
man, in thy you, and let thine heart cheer thee, in 
the days of iby youth ; and walk in the ways of thy 

heart, and in the fight of thine eyet; but know thou, 
That for all zhefe things God will bring thee into 
dement. And what wilt thou do when God 
tiſeth up? what wilt thou anſwer Him when He 
vifireth, and calleth thee to an Account for all 
| hy finful and ungodly Courſes ? Verily, the 

ternal Salvation or Damnation of thy Soul turrs 
upon thy ſeeking and ſerving God; and there- 
fore thou oughteſt to begin this now, in the days 
of thy Youth & 
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Bur I paſs to make Improvement of this 
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„Us E. I. Hzxer then, ir muſt needs bighty 
concern theſe that are far advanced in Jears, to make 
1175 H baſte in zbeirSecking after God. If it be the 
Duty and Intereſt of Young People to ſeek the 
Lord, while they are yet Young ; ſurely it mutt 
de your Duty and Intereſt, who have grey Hairs 
Icattered here and there upon you. Alas; It is 
to be feared that there are many that have paſſed 
their Youth, that are got into advanced Age; 
yea, are there not ſome that have arrived even 
at Old Age? and yet unto this very Day,they 
ave never truly, fincerely, heartily ſoughrafier . 
God ; but remain utter ltrangets to God, & Chriſt, 
aud 4 Lify of -ſexious Religion, and Godlineſs? 

- as: „FFF 


e . . A OROPLAS PIR: 1 


— 


DW - TY Dy. 


WW Sat Pot. os s DS... SE. Ah. AM. od 


thy Evil ways? © what will become of thee, 
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' fo Seck the LORD in their Iout hb. ay 
theirHearts are ſtill in love with their Luſt, their 
Language is profane, and impure, and their 
Actions are ditectiy contrary ro the holy Laws 
of God. And thinkeſt thou, O old Sinnet, that 


thou ſhalt find favour with God, and be actepted 
to Mercy wich Him, while thou art going oo in 


when thou dyeſt? What a dreadful End will 
Death make of thee, if thou doſt not truly ſeek 
the Lord, before thou lieft down in the Grave ? 
Has not thy Life been hitherto ſpent to the 
difhonour of God ? Haſt thou not been Gaile 
2 to the load of thyGuilt? chat well meyſt 
thou fay, my Crimes ate more than can be rec- 
koned up. Cant thou anſwer for one of thy 
innumerable Sins, when thou comeſt ro ſtand 
before the Bar of God 2 And, what a poor inch 
of Time haſt thou now left, to corre& the Er- 
tots of thy paſt Life, to make thy Peace witk 
God, and-ptepare for a dying Hour in? It G0 
mould ſay to thee, ſer thy Houſe in Order, this 


Night thou ſhalt Dye; what would become f 


thee ? Art thou ready to entertain ſuch a Sum- 
mons ? Or, art thou ſure of any more than rhe 
preſent Time, to provide for it? Ar beſt, How 
few are the teſid ue of thy Days, when thou haft, 
23 it were, one foot already in the Grave? And 
does it not then highly concern thee, O old Sin- 
ner, to be up and doing, to uſe all Diligence to 
redcem the few remaining Minutes that may br 


left thee, that if poſſible thou mayſt diſpattk 


this great work, e'er Death overtakes thee ?: 0 
Fe thy ſelf hereunto in good earnelt, If thou 
ilt be in good earneſt in thy ſeeking after(God, 
D 2 F "on 
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and Activity in the Service of God, leſt you 


liotated by a good Education. And whom does 


the bonds of Nature oblige to be thoughtful 


uſe all proper Methods, that theit Children may 
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Old, and full of Sins as thou art, I may aſſure 
thee that there is room for thee to find Favour 
with God, and He will yet have Mercy on thee, 
Matth. XX. 6.) But then, becauſe the greateſt 
part of thy Time has been conſumed in the ſer- 
vice of Sin, thou needeſt to be ſo much the more 
$ervent and importunate, in thy Prayers & Crys 
to God; fo much the more deep, humble, bro- 
ken and thorough in thy Repentance; ſo much 
the more diligent in thy Watchfulneſs,Labours, 


— wi AM 


ſhould not have time eno' left to you, todo what 
the Lord thy God requires of you, that thou 
mayſt be ſaved in the Day of the Lord. O that 
thoſe of you that are advanced in Years, would 
Jeriouſly confider theſe things, and immediately 
ſet your ſelves to ſeek rhe Lord. | 

II. Hence, Parents ſhould be exceeding careſul 
70 inſlra their Children in ſeeking after the Lord. 
If Young Perſons ſhould ſeek after the Lord, 
while they are yet Voung, then they ought to be 
taught and inſtructed in their Youth, how, in 
what way, and by what means, they may become 
Religious and Virtuous. For they are not born 
with natural Diſpoſitions to the Service of God, 
but the contrary ; and they need to have their 
natural Temper and Inclination altered, and me- 
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this ſo nearly concern, as their Parents? whom 


of the welfare of their Children, This then 
teaches us, that it is the important Duty incum- 
bent upon Parents, to take all prudenr Care.and 
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7o Seek the LORD in their Touth. 71 
become an inſtrufted Seed, *Tis not eno' that 
they are put to School to learn to read, and to 
furniſh them with ſuch Knowledge as may be 
of uſe to them in the Affairs of this World; 
but they ſhould inſtru& them in ſuchKnowledge 
as may have a happy influence to purity their 
Minds, and reform their Manners z; that their 
Spiritual, and Erernal Intereſt may be promoted 
thereby. To this end, they ſhould- acquaint 
them with the Doctrines, and Duties of the 
Goſpel, and ſer before them the Counſels, and 
Directions, and Warnings of the Word of God, 
and add their own Counſels and Charges upon 
them. Thus Solomon ſays, Prov. IV. 3. I was my 
Fathers ſon, and be taught me, If Children be 
left to themſelves, and no prudent care is taken 
to give them a virtuous Education, it is not ta 
bo wondred at, if they bring their Parents to 

ame. | iz | 

Bor then how exceeding Careful ſhould Pa- 
rents be, to ſer their Children a good Example, 


as well as inltrutt and Charge them. 12 7 


will ordinarily. have à more prevailing lofluen 
upon. them than Precept- If therefore you 
would have your Children ſefk and ſerve God; 
let them ſee you going befofe them in all the 
Duties of a Keligious Life. If you would have 
them to live ſoberly, and righteouſly; let them 
lee you ſetting them an Example ot Sobriety in 
your Behaviour, and. Righteouſneſs and Mercy 
in all your Dealings. This will be the way for 
them to learn, from you, thoſe things that are 
virtuous and praiſe-worthy z and having the 
principles of yirtug tivi ted in them, by Reopope 
AT | an 
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bis Father, The Example of David, tho at a preat 


12 Dung Perſons Excited 
and Example, when they are Young, they will 
be likely to act upon thoſe Principles all theit 
days after, Hence, Prov. XXII. 6. Train up « 
Child in the way be ſhould go, and when be i old he 
toll not depart from it. Tis ſaid of Foſiab, in my 
Text, he began to ſeek after the God of David 


remove from an immediate Father, ſeems to have 
had a great Influence upon him, and he reſolve 
the God of David, ſhould be his God, and that 
he would walk in the ways of David; and ſo 
David becomes a Father ro him, In a word, If 
you that are Parents, negleCt to bring up your 
Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the 


Lord, whara dreadful Account will you have 


to give to Sed another Day, when the Souls of 
vout Children, periſhing under the Wrath af 
God, ſhall ciy-#gainft thee, and accuſe your Neg. 
leCt of them, as one great Reaſon, of their going 
down to the Place of Torment, | 


3 Laſtly, O et our Toung People be perſwaded 19 
'feek the Lord, while they are yer in their Toutb. It 
is a matter of unſpeakable Grief to us, to ſee 
them walking in the vanity of their Minds, gre 
4ifying 4 Catnal corrupt Hearr, and complying 
with the Suggtltions of the grand Ad verſary, 


liable to the amazing Wrath and Curſe of God 
both in this World, and in that which is to 


tome; and therefore we earneſtly call upon 
vou to turn from your Evil ways to the living 
God. O that you would be prevailed upon ſeri: 
-ouſly to be think yourſelves, &'er *tis too late, 
"and eatly enquire after Gd. 


There for er 
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to Seek the LORD in their Toth. 23 
dh Therefore, | a | 1 
1. LeT the Conviction of your undone Eſtate by 

ature, pur you upon ſeeking after God in your 
outh, Look into your own Heart, and wayes, 
and ſee what an impure and filthy thing thou 
art; how loathſome and abominable thy Sins 
have rendred thee to au infinitely Holy God, 


Call to mind the Wrath of God, which He has 


denounced, and will manifeſt in flaming Fire, up- 
on all Unrighteouſneſs and Ungodlineſs of Men, 
Think how often you have broken, the holy and 
righteous Commandments of God, Young as you 
ate; and that becauſe of theſe things the Wrath 
of God comes upon theChildren of Diſobedier ce: 
and if you are found in your Sins you will be 
undone for ever. And let the Conviction of this 
your Wretched, undone, miſerable Eſtate, put 
you upon reſolving to continue no longer in your. 
Untegeneracy, at a diſtance from God, and a 
ſtranger to all true Happineſs ; but immediate- 
ly ſet upon the great Work of Repentance; go, 
and humble and abaſe your ſelves before God, 
lament and bewail your Sin and Folly, and ſay, 
wherein I have done Iniquity, I will do ſo no 
more. Now lay apart all Filthineſs and ſurper- 
fluity of naughtineſs, cleanſe your ſelves from 
all filtbineſs both of Fleſh and of Spitit, and 
pet fect Holineſs in the fear of God. Let a ſenſe 
of your miſery drive you to God, and put you, 
upon the molt earneſt, and importupate Cries to 
Heaven, that God would be merciful to all your 
Unrighteouſneſs and forgive all yourSins. Let 
not a day paſs you, without your ſecrerDeyorions, 
before rhe Loid, in which you wreltle wi 
im 


a Dung Perſons Excited 
Him for the Bleſſing; and accept of, and plead 
the Infinite Merits of the Son of God, that you 
may be waſhed and purified, pardoned and juſti- 
fed, and that your Souls may be ſaved in the 
Day of rhe Lord.” 

2, TAKE the Word of God for the Rule of your 
Walk, This gives you rhe fulleſt, and clearctt 
Directions in your ſeeking after God. Tis 1 
ſure Word, and will enlighten your Eyes, and 
ſhew you the way in which you ſhould go; *ris 
a perfect Word, and there is no error in it, and 


you cannot miſs your way while you heedfully 
attend to it; it is a ſure Word and ſted faſt for 


ever, and will make you wiſe to Salvation. 


Receive then with meekneſs the ingrafted Word, 
that is able to ſave your Souls. Diligently at- 
tend to the Word Preached, which is the Power 
of God to the Salvation of them that believe; 
and neglett no Opportunity of fitting under the 
Inſtructions of Wiſdom. Daily, and ſeriouſly 
read the Word of God, and make it the man of 
8 Be much in Meditation on the 

ord of God, hide it in your Hearts, that you 
may not offend againſt Him. Call to mind the 
precious Promiſes of it, and be encouraged to 
Holineſs; think on the terrible Comminations 
contained in it, anddread falling into the Hands 
of the living God. And let it be vour conſtant 
care to live up to what that Holy Word requires 
of you; in all Places, when you are abroad, as 
well as at home; at all Times, upon Week Days, 
as well as upon the Lord's Day; and in what- 
ever you do; ard as well when no Eye ſeeth 
you, as well as when the Eye of your en 
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and Friends are upon you, Thus take the 


Word of God for the Rule of your walk, and 
having begun well, ler not your goodneſs be, as 
the Morning Cloud, and the Early Dew, which 


ſoon paſſeth away; but hold out to the End, that 


- 


you may be Saved; - | 

3. GUARD ogainft Evil Company, Company is 
pleaſant; and our Social Narute renders it de- 
lighrtul ro us toConverſe together; and becauſe 


there is a peculiar Charm in agreable Society | 


and Converſation, therefore we are very apt to 
learn the Ways, and contract the Manners of 
thoſe we Converſe with. Henee it is an old Ob- 


ſervation, that“ A Man is known by his Com? 


pany.” This makes it exceeding Dangerous to 
Aſſociate with the Wicked ; and there is ſcarce 
any thing more fatal and deſtructive to Young 
Perſons, than bad Company: fo that you had 
need to be upon your Guard agaihſt this ſnare, 
Hence is the Direction of the Wiſe Man, Prov. 
XXII. 24, 25. Make no Friendſhip with an angry 
man, and with a furiom man thou ſhalt not go ; tf 
thou learn bis ways, and get a ſnare 10 1by Soul: 
How often have we ſeen many a hopeful Young 
pet ſon, that under the advantages of aReligious 
Education, has begun to ſeek the Lord, and walk 
in the paths of Virtue ; who has had all his 
Principles of Virtue overthrown; and bis bloom- 
ing Hopes niped in the Bud, by falling into the 
hands of bad Company ? Their Evil Example, 
their Inticements and Solicitation, and their 
Flouts and Scoffs at all that is Serious and Reli- 
gious, hae Poiſoned him, and proved Pernicioug 
to him. Wache gears yourſelves ſtrongly 


as 


againlt 
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againſt the Infection; have no more Fellowſhip 
with the Workers of Iniquity, than the neceſſary 
Occaſions and Bufinefs of Life obliges you to; 
take no Delight in their Friendfhip and Com- 
munion, walk not in the way of the Ungodly, 
ſtand not in the Path of Sinners, nor ſit in the 
ſeat of the Scornful. And when at any Time 
you are obliged to be with them, keep thy Heart 
with all Diligence, watch over the Door of thy 
Lips, and make a Covenant with thy Eyes and 
Ears, and Hands, that they ſhall not learn by 
them to tranſgreſs. Think of the Words of 
Solomon, Prov. XIII. 20. He that walketh with the 
wiſe ſhall be wiſe, but a Companion of Fools ſhall be 
lieſtroyed. Remember you would not be willing 
to be Companions with them in their Miſery, 
as well as in their Sins; and therefore be aCom- 
panion of all them that Fear God. | 
14, BEGIN 320 ſeek the Lord now immediately. 
Think, O Young Man, that Eternity, the Eternity 
of thy Happineſs, or Miſery, greatly depends up- 
on thy Improvement of the preſent Time : And 
will you then Delay in a matter of ſuch infinite 
Concernment to you? O do what is to be done 


now, while the Spirit of God is ſtriving with 
thee; now, while the Offers of Grace & Mercy 
are made to thee; now, while God is waiting 
upon you, and affording you Life, and Health, 
and many precious Opportunities to make your 
Calling and Election ſure. It was ſaid to David, 
1 Sam. XIX. 11. If thou ſave not thy life to night, 
to morrow thou ſhalt be ſlain + And thou knoweſt 


not, but if thou ſhouldeſt negle & to take care ot 
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the life cf thy Soul, this very Night, before to 
morrow thou mayſt be irrecoverably loſt among 
the faln,and ſlain. O then ſet about this Work, 
this very Nighr, before thou fleepeſt ; Behold, 
now is the Accepted Time, now is the Day of 
Salvation.  _ FX is 9 


Tur I may preſs you to be in good earneft 
about this great and important Affair, ſuffer me 
2 little particularly to Reaſon the Caſe with 

ou. | 
- Is it not moſt Fitting and Reaſenable, that you 
ſhould begin to ſeek the Lord while you are yet 
Young ? Is not this the proper Opportunity, the 
peculiar ſeaſon for it? And ſhould you not be 
ambitious to do every thing in its ſeaſon ? Is it 
not Reaſonable that you ſhould do ſo. If yeu 


will not ſeek after the Lord in your Youth, 


when will you ? All other Seaſons are very 
unfit compared with this ; as will be ſeen, if you 
conſider the Diſadvantages of Infancy and Old 
Age. 


ſeaſon to ſeek the Lord in. The poor Infant is 
a helpleſs and thoughtleſs thing, he has as yer 
but an imperſect Beginning. The Organs of the 
Body are not as yer ſufficienily Maturated for 
the Soul to manifeſt it felf by, and exert. its 
ſtrength hnd vigour. . Tho' the Young Thirg, 
for ſome of the firſt Years of its Life, may have 
a working Fancy, and abundance of Notions, and 
imperfect Ideas, floating in the Brain; yet it is 
not able to make a right Judgment of things, 
for want of a ſtock 1 Knowledge, nn 
| 2 ai, 


On the One Hand, Infancy is no ſuch proper 


[ 
d 
i 
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and Improvement, And hence it is not capable 
of knowing God, or it ſelf arighr. The Service 
of God is a Reaſonable Service, and the Reſult 
of Choice; and hence, becauſe the Infant ſtate 
is as yet Ignorant of God, and for want of riper 
Years, is incapable of Diſtinguiſhing between 
Good and Evil, and determining the Choice of 
the will for God, and Religion; therefore none 
will ſuppoſe this to be a fit and proper ſeaſon to 
ſeek the Lord in. Infancy is too Young, and 
wants Judgment to make a right Choice, 

O the other Hand; O/d Age is got into its 


| | declining fate ; the vigour of the Mind is great- 


ly impaired, thro' the decays of the Body; and 
There is but a little time to accompliſh any man- 
mer of Buſineſs in; which makes it an improper 
. Jeaſon to begin any thing of Importance, when 
the ſtrength is abated, and the Glaſs almoſt 
Tun out. Ir requires a great deal of Labour and 
Pains to ſeek after the Lord, in the Exerciſe of 
Repentance and New Obedience; it requires a 
duc Application of the Mind, a diligent watch- 
tulneſs to Duty, and againſt all Sin; a vigorous 
Reſiſting and Subduing of Corrupt Inclinations, 
and Paſſions, and a gradual reducing of our Na- 
tural Man under the Power and Dominion of the 
Spiritual, Now, he that has lived to Old Age 
in the Service of Sin and Luft, nor only has done 
nothing at all about this great Work, bur is an 
utter ſtranger to it, and is growa Old in Averſi- 
on 421inlt it. And how improper a ſeaſon then 
is it, to ſay no more, for ſuch an one to begin ſo 

- hard and difficult a Work, which is wholly. new 
and ſtrange to him, and when his ſtrength is 
3J%„ | 3.5 - ©,  gabanny 
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exhauſted, and his Days expiring. However it 
may be poſſible for an Old Sinner to be Convert» 
ed, yet ſure it is no proper ſeaſon, not ſuch as 
g wiſe Man would chooſe, to begin a Work, 
which he is unacquainted with, and has ſo little 
Time for. | | 

SINCE therefore neither Infancy,nor Old Age 
are proper Seaſons, but have their peculiar Diſ- 


advantages attending of them, this plainly ſnews 


you that the time of Youth is the moſt fitting 
Opportunity to begin to ſeek after the Lord. 

2. WILL it not be much more Hard © Difficult 
for you to ſeek after the Lord, if you ſhall ſlip 


the Seaſon of Youth, When thy Youth is ſpent - 


and gone, will it not require greater Labour and 
Pains,and coſt thee ſo much the moreSorrow and 
Anguiſh, to work out thy own Salvation, than 
if thou hadſi began it while thou art yet Young? 
For do but conſider; The longer thou walkelt 
in the ways of Sin, the ſtronger hold, and the 


ſuter poſſeſſion does it get of thee. The re- 


peated Acts of Sin ſtrengthen the Habits; and 
ſo it will be more natural and eaſy to thee to 
hold on in thy wonted Courſe, and thy Lutt 
will become the more uncontroulable, and irs 
Power over thee more unconquerable. Hence, 
of Conſequence, it muſt heeds colt thee greater 
Libour and Pains ro ſubdue thoſe Lults, and 
overcome thoſe radicated Habits and Cuſtomes. 
It might be eaſy in Youth, while as yet the Soul 
has not conttacted ſo ſtrong an Averſion to the 
Will of God, and is not brought under the 
Power of any Evil Cuſtom; it might be then 
more eaſy to ſeck & ſerve the Lord ; but when 
a e thog 
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thou haſt for a long while indulged thy Naty: 
ral Appetite, flighted the Word of God, and ac. 
cuſtomed thy ſelf in the ways of Sin; then thou 
wilt find it ſo hard and difficult to alter the 
Temper of thy Mind, and give over thy corrupt 
Practices, that it will be next to Impoſſible cr 
thee. Hence we are told, Jer. XIII. 23. Car 
the Ethiopian change bis stin, or the Leopard his 
ſpots © Then may ye that havs been accuflomed 10 d. 
Evil, learn to do well, Let him that is grown 


Old in Sin, ſay, if he does not find it the molt 


hard and difficult thing to alter his old Practices, 
and change the bent of his Inclination, which 
has ſo long been devoted to the ſervice of Sin, 
Beſides, by ſuch a long continuance in the ways 
of Sin, the Soul, which is Aſſimilated to them, 
contracts a liking to them, and takes ſo much 
the more Delight and Pleaſure in them and 
then how exceeding Difficult muſt it needs be, 
to eradicate out of the Soul, what it has ſo long 
been accuſtomed to, and what is ſo delightful 
and pleaſing to its vitiated Appetites. Now 
then, if, after thou ſhouldeſt have ſpent the 
greater part of thy Days in the ſervice of thy 
Luſts, rhou ſhouldeſt begin to bethink thy ſelf, 
and have ſome ſerious Purpoſes to alter the 


courſe and tenour of thy life, to devote thy ſelf 


to the Service of God, and take ſome care about 
the Salvation of thy Soul; think you, that it will 
not colt thee, more bitter Repenting tears, more 
diſtreſſing fears, and Anguiſh of Soul; left thou 
ſhouldeſt not be ſincere, leſt it ſhould be all too 
late for thee, and thou ſhouldeſt miſs of the Sal- 
vation of thy Soul; than if thou hadſt ſeriovlly 


engaged 


to Seek the LORD in their Iout b. 31 
»gaged thy ſelf in the Service of God, and thy 
Soul, While thou waſt yet in thy Youth ? Verily, 
You may reaſonably expect it will. For thou 
lt have more Sins to Repent of, greater Ag- 
pravations will then attend thy Crimes; and 
_— they may well ſtare thee in the Face 
vith the more ghaſtly Countenance, and ſtrike, 
hee with the greater Horror, and ſo render the 
args of the New Birth ſo much the more ter- 

ible & agoniſing to thee O then by no means 
ſaffer thy ſelf to be prevailed upon, to put eff 
by ſeeking after the Lord till thou haft got be- 
vond the Days of thy Youth, leſt you bring up- 
on yourſelf the greater Difficulty, and the more 
ncreaſed SOrroWs. 

2. AND Will there not be infinite Hozard leſt 
wu never ſeck aſter the Lord, ſoas to find Mercy 
vith Him, if you do it not in your Youth? Thy 
Neglect of the ſeaſon of Youth will not only 
jeader thy Indiſpoſition to the Work of Religion, 
he ſtronger, but it will render it extream bez 
21dous, leſt you ſhould go on irreclaimably in 
our Evil Courſes, till it is all too late for thee 
to think of the Service of God, and tbe Welfare 
ff thy Soul. For if the proper ſeaſon and op- 
Ponunity for this Work be negletted, the Dan- 
if Ner is very great, left thou ſhouldeſt never have 
ic Men other. It was the extream folly of Felix, 
lu mat when Pau! reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Tem- 
e Iperarce, and judgment to come, he ſaid, Act. 
u XXIV. 25. Go iby way, for this Time ; when I 
0 ve a convenient ſeaſon, I will ſend for ihee. He 
l. ſheceived Conviction of the Irregularity of his 
V Ways, his Conſcience ſmote him, and he * 
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the Judgment to come; and had he hearkened 
to thoſe Convictions, and complied with them, 
it had been well for him; but he put them off 
for an other convenient ſeaſon, which we dont 
know that ever he had, and fo Periſhed in his 
Sin and Folly. Thus: does it prove with many 
a Young perſon ; while they are in their Youth, 
their Hearts are tender, Convittions are more 
eaſily excited and ſtirred up, and they are more 
apt to receive the Impreſſions of the Word and 
Spirit of God z they are often told, and they ſee 
ſomething of rhe Neceſſity of their forſakirg 
their Evil Courſes, and turning unto God; and 
they ſometimes, it may be often, come to ſome 
Purpoſes with themſelves to amend their Ways 
and Doings z but they let ſlip rhe time and ſes- 
ſon of Youth, before they pur their Purpeſes in 
execution, heping ſor another, and more conve- 
nient ſeaſon, and ſo run the hazard of never 
having another Opportunity of making theit 
Peace with God, and ſecuring their own Salva: 
tion. And truly the Danger of this is extream. 
ly great. | 15 
Fox, to hint at two things, be 
1. Is ir not exceeding hazardous, leſt God 
ive you up to penal Blindneſs of Mind, and Hard- 
neſs of Heart ? This is a moſt terrible Judgment I D. 
of God; and what more likely ro pull doun Li 
this Judgment upon you, than to neglett ro ſeek ye 
the Lord while you are yet Yourg ? For they ur 
that go on in Sin, paſs the time of their Youth, I da 
under the Goſpel ; they Sin againſt the clearclt I po 
Light, againſt the loudeſt Calls, and Invitations ſl an 
of Mercy; they reſiſt the moſt ſtrong & * bit 
on- 
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convictions, Arguments, and Perſwaſions ; they 
a& counter to many Purpoſes and Reſolutions 
fof a Sobef and 4 Godly Lite; they Night and 
rejeft the preſent Offer of Mercy,upon the Pre- 


Wige that when they have ſpent. the chief 


of theirDays and Strength in the ſervice of Sin 
and Satan, it will then be time eno' for them 
to think of ſerving God. And now, What can 
be more provoking to the Lord than this is? 
Dbes not this make it to be exceeding hazards 
ous, leſt God in His Wrath utterly caſt them 
off: left the Holy Spirit of God wholly with- 
draw from them? and thenWo untothem, when 
I depart from them, ſaith the Lord. Awful are 


the Words, Ifa, VI. 9, 16. Hear ye indeed, and 


underſiand not; and ſes ye indeed, but perciive not 
make the Heart of this people fat, and make iteir 
Ears beavy, and ſhut their Hes; leſt they ſee with 
their Eyes, and bear with their Ears, and underſtand 
with their Heart, and Convert, and be healed, Say 
now, if God ſhould thus in Judgment, Seal 
any of you up under this Judicial Obduracy, 
how will it be poffible for you then to beSaved? 


And yer this Hazard you run, if you do not 


ſeek the Lord, while in your Youth. 

2. Is it not alſo exceeding hazardous, Left 
Death overtake you, e et you begin to feek the 
Lord, if you do it not in your Youth ? Is not 
your time of Life very ſhort at the moſt, and 
uncertain at the beft ? And is there not great 
danger Shen Jeff Ty negle&ing the preſent Op- 
portunity of your Youth, you ſhould never have 
another ſeaſon, to provide for your Eternal Hap- 
pine ſs by a holy and a righteous Life ? At the 
To Js 
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longeſt, the Life of Man is but ſhort; and tbis 


makes it hazardous leſt if you do not begin be- 
times, while you are yet Youpg to ſeek the Lord 
and walk in the ways of Religion and Vertue, 
that all the remainder of your Life will nor be 


ſufficient for the well and thorough Accompliſh- 


ment of ſo great and difficult a Work, as that of 
a real and unfeigned Repentance, and a Courſe of 
holy Obedience, But then, the Danger riſcs 
higher, when you conſider, that you hold your 
Lives at a very Uncertain tenor, and may be cut 
off by innumerable, unſeen Accidents and Cau- 
ſualties, &er you are aware; and ſo you may 
have none of that Time left unto you, to improve 
for your Eternal Intereſt, which you hope and 
preſume will remain unto you, beyond the Days 
of Youth. When once Death has ſeized upon 
you, it Will then be all too late, to think of al- 
tering your Courſe, and leading a New Life. 
The periſhing Soul will then go down to Hell, 
while it was dallying, and putting off it's Repen- 
tance, and turning to God, and have an Eternity 


to reflect upon it ſelf, with utmoſt horror and 


anguiſh, for its folly and madneſs, in procraſti- 
nating and putting off this great Concern ; and 
then roar out, with inexpreſſible Agony, O all is 
too late! all's too late! there is now no more 
ſpace left me for Repentance! 

So that the Infinite Danger left thou ſhouldſt 
never ſecure an Intereſt in the Divine Favour, if 
thou negletteſt to improve the Time of Youth 
for it, ſhould be inſtead of all Arguments to 


thee, to prevail upon thee, now to ſeek theLord. 


T his is the force of our Saviour's reaſoning, Joh. 


. — aa - 2 oo — — wa www ww = „ „„ ] 
* 4 


* 


„ rere ee ST OO = I 


$ 
r 
| 
; 


—_ FT RO CD WY WW wr 0 


to Seek the LORD in their Toth. 375 
IK: 4. I muſt work the Work of Him that ſent me,” 
while it is Day, tbe Night comerh when no man can 
work. When the Night of Death is come, and 
thou knoweſt not how ſoon it may come, then 
thou canſt do nothing at all about working our 
your own Salvation. Thus alſo our Saviour ſaid 
to the Inhabitants of Feruſelem, Joh. XII. 35. Tet 
a little while is the Light with' you, walk while 38 
have the Light, leſt Darkneſs como upon you. Yet 
2 little while, it will not be long, e'er Darkneſs 
and Death overtakes you; well then, walk while 
ye have the Light, now, while the Day-light o 
Life and Mercy, laſts with you, and therefore 
now, while you are yet in your Youth, leſt Dark- 
neſs come ſuddenly upon you, and you ſtumble, 
and fall, and periſh for ever. 0 

4. To have done; Will not God be highly plegſed 
with your Seeking after Him, while you ate yet 
in your Youth? As God ever delights in His 
own Glory, ſo He cannot but be highly pleaſed 
with thoſe that are forward to advance it. What 
Father is not wondrouſly gratified with the ready 
Obedience of his Young Son? Or Maſter, with 
the attentive Eye,and diligent Hand,of his young 
Servant? And who more pleaſing to the great 
Lord of all, than he that early liſts in his Service? 
or more welcome to Him, than thoſe that from 
their Youth up, own, ſubmit to, and obey Him? 
Hence we read, Prov. VIII. 17. I /cve them that 
love me, and they that ſeek me early ſhall find me. 
Thoſe that truly ſeek the Lord in their advanced 
Age, ſhall find Mercy with Him ; but He has 2 
more endeared Aﬀettion for them that do ſo in 
their early Days; they ſhall be ſure to find 
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Him, whatever others do; and he ſays of them 
1 as Jex. II. 2. I remember the Kind 


thy Tomb. Who more dear to our Lord, 


and more highly beloved of Him,than theApoſtle 
Jobn, who is ſuppoſed to be the youngeſt of His 
Diſciples, and is deſcribed by this Character, 
be Diſciple whom Zeſus loved. If thou wilt ſer 
thy ſelf to ſeek the Lord while thou art yet 
Young, this will render thee amiable x delight- 
ul in the eyes of allGood People ; it will be the 
Joy and Satisfaction of your Miniſters, who long 
after your Converſion; yea, it will make Joy 
among the Holy An as of God: and more than 
ſo, God Himſelf will rejoyce over you, as over 
a returning Prodigal ; moſt readily receive, and 
Kindly welcome you, and ſay of you, as Ter. 
XXXI. 20. Is Ephraim my dear ſon? is be a ple 
Sant Child? Since | ſpake againſt Him, I do earneft- 
iy remember bim flill, therefore my Bowels are moved 
Fowards him; I will ſurely bave mercy upon him, 
Faith the Lord. 
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YOUNG PERSONS 
2 Should Ariſe quickly = 
When CHRIST calkth them, 


ASERMON 


Preach'd at Marblehead, October 15th 1727; 


_—_s 


JOHN XL 2.8, 29. 


And when ſhe had ſo ſaid, ſhe went ber way, and 
called Mary ber ſifter ſecretly : ſaying, The Moſler 
# come and calleth for thes. Aſſoon gs ſhe beard 
that, ſhe aroſe quickly, and came unto bim. | 


„ 


HIS Chapter contains a very remarka» 
ble piece of Hiſtory ; even that of out 
Bleſſed Lord raifing Dead Lazarxs ta 
Life again ; by which He gave an in- 
conteſtable Proof of His Miſſion and 

Doctrine. Lazarus was taken Sick, while out 

Lord was beyond Fordan,whither the two Silters 

of Lezari ſear Meſſengers to Him, to acquaint 

Him with the ſorrowful Tydings, of his Dying 


Condition, in Hopes that He would come = 


33 Tung Perſons ſbonli Ariſe quickly 


heal him. For Jeſus loved Lazarus, and his two 
Siſters. But our Lord on purpoſe, delayed His 
9 Bethany, the Village where they dwelt, 
that He might have an opportunity to make a 
further diſplay of His Divine Power, and give a 
convincing Proof to FRE Jos, that He was the 
true Meſhah, by His raifing of the Dead. After 
He had therefore ſpent two Days, in the Place 
where he was when theMeſſengers came to Him, 
He then ſer His Face to go into Fudea; nor could 
all the Oppoſition which His Diſciples made a: 
gainſt it, who reminded Him, that the Jews at 
Feruſalem, (which was with in two Miles of 
Bethany,) were bitter Enemies to Him, and ſought 
His Life, hinder Him from taking that Journey, 
which He knew would be for the Glory of God, 
A ſſoon as Martha heard that theLord drew near, 
ſne went out to meet Him, and acquaints Him 
that her Brother Lagaris was Dead, and tacitely 
Complains of His delaying His coming, and ex. 
preſſes her Faith in His Ability to have healed 
him, ſay ing, Lord if Thos badſt been hear, my Brot 
ther had not Died. Jeſus teils her, that her Bre- 
ther ſhall Live again. Upon which ſhe declares 
her Faith of rhe General Reſurrettion of the 
Dead, ſuppofing that our Lord had ſpoken, of 
his riſing again at the laſt Day, Jeſus intimates 
to her His Power to Raiſe the Dead. To which 
me yields her Aſſent, ſaying, Yea, Lord, I believe 
that Thou art the Cbriſt, the Son of God, which ſpauld 
come into the World, After this Conference be- 
tween eſs and Martha, ſhe goes, according to 
our Lord's Direſtien, to her Siſter Mary, and 


wells her Secretly, whiſpering in her Ear, 2 


when CHRIST caleth them, 39 


fear of the Jews that were preſent at the Houſe; 
That the Maſler was come, and called jor ber; \ as 
foon as Mary beard that, fhe aroſe quickly and came 
unto Him, After ſome other TranſaQtions had 
paſſed between them, at length our Lord came. 
unto the Grave of Lazar, and tho? he had lain 
in the Grave four Days, yet He cryed with a loud 
Voice, Lazarus come forth ; and he that was Dead 
came forth,bound Hand and Foot with Grave clothes; 
upon which many of the Fews believed on Him, 


In the Words whiff have read for my Text, 
Laws oblerve two or three things; as (1.) The 
erſons here ſpoken of, namely, Martha, and 
Mary, the two Siſters of Lazarus. They were 
both of them Young Women, as is generally 
ſuppoſed ; they dwelt with their Brother Laza* 
rus, keeping Houſe together, and we find them 
entertaining our Lord, at a Feaſt provided for 
Him, Lake X. lat. This Mary particularly. had 
been a very vitious Young Woman, being the 
ſame Mary Magdalene, out of whom it is ſaid, 
Chriſt caſt ſeven Devils; Mark XVI, 9. But by 
the Grace of God, was brought to a Saving Con- 
verſion. (2.) We have the call of Chriſt given 
to Mary. This was handed to her by her Siſter 
Martha, who came and ſaid to her; the Maler, 
(which was the ſtyle by which Jeſus Chriſt was 
Known among them, ) zs come, and-ca/leth for rbee.. 
(3) We have Mary's deportment,,upon this Call 
of the Maſter ; as ſoon as ſte beard that, ſhe ar Jt 
quickly, an! came unto Him. She inſtantly obeys; 
ed the call, and made no delay to come to Him. 
Lace Te was the Malter thay called for. hers hes 
aa 
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$6 Tong Perſons ſheuld Ariſe quickly 

had no Heſifaney in her Mind whether he hat 
beſt ro comply With His call, for indeed ſhe had 
= earneſt defire ro be with Him, and therefore 
loſt no time, but arofe quickly & came to Him. 


From whence we may collect this Genen 
DOCTRINE. 


- Doet, THAT when Jeſut Chriſt calleth up Ml . 
Toung Perfons, they ſhould Ariſe quickly and Fe 


come to Him, W 
„ 4 an 
"Unvez this Doctrine, 1 ſhall endeayour to Pe 

ſhe w you, * 5 | | Fo 4 On 


I. THAT there are ſeveral Things which Jeſut 
Chrift in His Word calleth upon Toung Perſons for. 


: II. THAT when He ſo calleth them, they fhoull 
Ariſe quickly and come to Hm. 


I. THERE art ſeveral! Things which Jeſus Chrif 
in His Word calleth upon Toung Perſons for. It is 
remarkable, that the moſt of the Twelve Diſci- 
70 of our Lord, fell under the Chatatter of f 
dung Men, when He called them to be His? 
Diſciples. They were in the Prime & Strength cl 
and Vigour of their Days, And as Chriſt Per- 
fonally called thoſe Young Men while He was of 
Earth; to follow'Him,fo he now calls upon Toung 
Perſons, in His Holy Word, that they would 
come and lift themfelves in His Service, and be 
the followers of Him: He ſays therein, Un 
yen, O Men, I call, and my voice # unto the ** 
291 0 


when CHRIST calleth this. a 
of Men, His Call is particularly uttered toc the 
Yourg among the People; He ſendeth His Word. 
and His Meſſengers, rifing early, and ſending 
them; even from their molt early Days, eatneſtly 
calling upon them, to hearken to His Inſtruction, 
and turn at His Reproof, And there ale ſeveral 
Things which He calls upon them for. 5 
As now, . 
i. FESUS CHRIST earneſtly calls upon Toutly 
1 Per ſont, to Repent of, and Forſake-all their Sins. 
When Chriſt called His Young Diſciples, Peter 
ard Andrew, Janes and Jahn, le Preached Re- 
pentance to them; and let them know this was 
one great thing He required of them. Mar. 
IV. 17, 18, Every Sinner needs Repentance z 


and the Youngeſt bete, that has lived long ens“ 
to diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, has been 


a very great Sinner. Von were all Born Sinners, 
I conceived in Sin, and ſhapen in Jniquity ; and 
alas, how many have been the Yourhful Vani- 
ties and Follies of every one of you; you have 
all gone aſtrayv from the Womb, and have been 
fulfilling the ſinful Deſires of the Fleſh & of the 
Mind, and walking according to the courſe of 
this World, and under thelvfluence of rhe Prince 
of the power of this Air, the ſpirit that works 
in the Children. of Diſobedicnce. Now Jeſus 
Chriſt calls upon every one of you to forſake this 
evil courſe, and truly repent of all your Sins. 


He ſees that you need to be turned from your 


evil Ways, that you may live and- not dye; and 
therefore in great Compaſſion and Tenderneſs to 
you, he calls upon you, ſaying, O do not this 
abominahle thing thas. I hate, This was one 
8 OO greah 
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1 Tung Perſers Should ariſe quickly 


eat end of His coming into the World, to Cal} 
innert 10 Repentance, Mat. IX. 13. His whole 
Goſpel is calculated to this eod and purpoſe, 
and when he diſcerns among the Youth;a Young 
Man void of underſtanding, He ſays, as Prov, 
VII. 24, 25. Hearken unto me now, O ye Children, 
and attend to the words of my mouth ;, let not thy 
Heart decline to ber ways, go not aſtray in her paths, 
Where eyer the Goſpel is Preached, it com: 
mands all Men, and therefore Young Perſons, 


every where to Repent. And He not only com- 


mands you to repent, but He uſes many Argu- 
ments with Young Perſons, and ſets before 


them ftrong and powerful Motives, to prevail 


upon them to repent of all their Sins, and turn 
God: 2-1; IS” | 

H lets them know, that if they will not for: 
ſake their Sins, they will unavoidably end in 
their Eternal Ruin and Deſtruction. He tells 
them, Except ye Repent, ye periſh, Luk. XIII. 3, 
that God will render tribulation & anguiſh to every 


foul of man that doth Evil, Rom. II. 9. that the 


toicked (hall go away into Everlaſiing Puniſhment, 
Matth. XXV. 46. So He would fain awaken the 
Fears of Young Perſons, while as yet they ate 


not hardened in their Sins, that by the dread of 


Wrath and Judgment to come, they might be 


prevailed upon unfeignedly to Repent of all theit 


Sins, and forſake them, left they prove the De- 


ſtruction of their Immortal Souls forever. And 


what more forceable to work upon the Minds of 
Young Perſons, thar are capable of the fearful 
Apprehenſions of Mifery, than to affure them 
that they will be miſerable. fer ever, if they 
Repeat not? © 4 AND 
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ben CHRIST caleth them, 4 
- Anp Jeſus Chriſt affures thew alſo, that if 
they will repent & forſake their Sins, they ſhall 
be happy forever. Ac. III. 19. Repent ye,ibat your 


- 


Sins may be blotted out zuben the Times of Rejreſhi [ 


ſhall come from the Preſence of the Lord. 

Young People will truly repent, then all thei 

„ins ſhall be forgiven them, and the Time will 

come when they ſhall partake of the Everlaſting 

Refreſhments that flow from the preſence of the 

Lord, and be happy with Him forever. And how 

ſtrong is the motive fetched from Everlaſting 

Happineſs, to prevail upon ſuch as are yet in 

their Youth, and are ſeeking after Happineſs, ts 

repent of their Sins. 80 that this is evidently 
one thiog which Jeſus Chriſt calls upon Lon 

Perſons for, namely to forſake all rheir Sins, t 

hate and abhor them, and ſhun the Path way 

If thereof. 7 

2. FESUS CHRIST earneſtly calls upon Toung Per- 

BB ſons to come to Him, and Be/erve in Him. Thus 7 
He called Mary to come to Him, and ſhe did ſoy 
a1d that not only by coming Bodily into His 
Preſence, (which was a Privilege ſhe had, beyord  !! 
what any of us can have now,) but ſhe came io 
Him alſo, in the Outgoings of her Soul after 
Him, and her ſteady Faith and Truſt in Him, be- 
lieving Him to be Chriſt the Lord, and ground» 
ing her Hopes of Comfort and Happineſs upon 
Him. And thus Chriſt Jeſus now calls upon 
Young Perſons to come to Him, and put their 
Truſt in Him, and believe in Him to the Salvation 
of their Souls. We find our Lord ſaying, Matth. 
XXIII. 37. O Jeruſalem, Feruſalum, — bow often 
would I bave garborgd — lags ther, even af 

5 5 | # 
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44 Toung Perſons ſhould Ariſe quickly 
4 Hen gathereth ber Chickens under her wings,end pe 
would not. So He ſays to Young Perſons now; 
come, repair under the ſhadow of my Wings; 
re poſe your Trult and Confidence in me; I will 
be your Defence and Safety. He ſays, Look unt 
zue, and be ye ſaved, Iſa.XLV. 22. He ſays, Come unt 
me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and ye ſhall 
find reſt to your Souls, Matth. XI. 28. He ſays, 
Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt our, 
Joh. VII. 37. And are you not, Young as you are, 
Heavy laden with the Burden of the Guilt of 
Sin upon you? Do you not want Reſt for your 
Souls? Do you not need Salvation? WhyChriſt 
galls you to come to Him, that in Him you may 
be eaſed of your Burdens, and find Reſt, This 
was the great Deſign of His Coming into the 
World, that the World thro' Him might believe, 
and that believing on Him, they might not periſh; 
but have Everlaſting Life. Chriſt offers Him- 
ſelf as 2 Saviour to the Youngeſt of you; and if 
Mr will come to Him, and believe on Him, you 


Mall be ſaved. Was it not needful that there 
ſhould be a Mediator, to appeaſe the Divine 
Anger, and reconcile an offended God to guilty 
Sinners? And. is it not as need ful that you {hould 
believe in this Mediator, and truſt to Him, in 
order to the free Gift of God, even Juſtification 
to Life, coming upon you? Why, Jeſus Chriſt is 
this Mediator, who has laid down His Life for 
His Sheep ; and He calls upon every one of you, 
mow to come to Him, to believe: and Truſt in 
Him alone for Salvation. When the Young Diſ- 
giples of ent Lord eame ta Him, they own'd 
Him for theit LORD, and in dhe Faith theres 
g k put 


—— — - es. * 


whes CHRIST calleth tben. 45 


put themſelves under His Inſtruction & Govern- 
ment. Thus Chriſt calls upon Youhg Perſons' 
now, to receive Him, as a Teacher ſent fromGod, 
and embrace His DoUrines, as indeed they are 
the Words of God, and not of Man, He calls 
upon you to Believe in Him as the grear Head 
of His Church, and comply with all His holy 
Commands and Inftirutions. He calls upon 
you to Come to Him, and rely upon the 
Sacrifice of Atonement, which as your great high 
Prieſt He hath offered to His Eternal Father, the 
Vertue whereof He ever-lives to plead on your 
behalf; and He aſſures you if you do ſo you 
ſhall live through Him, Joh. XI. 26. Whoſoever 
liveth, and Believeth in Me, ſhall never dye, In 
ſhort, this is the great Goſpel Command, That 
we ſhould believe on the Name of His Son Feſus Chrift, 
1 Joh. III. 23. So that this is evidently what 
- Jeſus Chrift calls upon Young Perſons for. 

3. FESUS CHRIST earneftly calls upon Toung 
Wl Perſons to become His Diſciples, What is it to be 
J Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, But to take His Mark 


—— — 
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and Livery upon us, and to Follow Him? Thus | 
He called the Two Young Brethren Janes and | 
8 7obn to follow Me, Mark I. 19. And He now | 
calls vpon every Young Perſon, under theGoſpel, | 
de ye Followers of Him, He calls upon you to | 
take His Mark and Livery upon you, and ap- 
pear viſibly among His Diſciples, that by wear- 
| ing the diſtinguiſhing Badge of your Diſciple- 
Bf ſhip, it may be known, at leaſt viſibly, that you 
belong unto Him. He calls upon you to lift in 
His Service while you ate yet in your Youth, | 
gud be cavful to Tield a ready and conſtant o - 
TH { bediencg l 
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46 Toung Perſons ſhould. Ariſe quickly 
bedience to all His Commands. For it is not 
eno* that you. call Him Lord and Maſter, 
but you muſt do the Things which He command- 
eth; for his Servants ye ate, to whom you yield 
yourſelvesServants to obey. Many call HimLord 
and Maſter, who take no care toObey Him; and 
ſuch He will not owa for His another Day, (Mat. 
VII. 21.) To be a Diſciple of Chriſt, is to heat 
His Voice, and do His Will, Thus He direct! 
the Young Man in the Goſpel, Mat. XIX. 17, as 
If thou wilt enter into Liſe,keep the Commandments, 
To be a Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, is ro follow 
His Example, to tread in His ſteps, and walk 
as He walked. Hence Chriſt ſaid, of His Sheep, % 
Joh. X 4. He goeth before them, and they follou 
Him, for they know His voice. You are therefore he 
to be Followers of Jeſus, in the Duties of Holi 
neſs, Piety, Meekneſs, Charity, 8nd all thoſe 
amiable Virtues and Graces, which were con 
| ſpicuous in His Life. He calls upon you, Mat. 
j XI. 29. Learn of Me; He tells you, He has given 65 
you an Example, that you ſhould do as He has 
N done; and "tis your Duty, and your Honour " 
N to Imitate Him. Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
World, not only to lay down His Life for Sinners, 
| but to give the World an Example of pure and 
undefiled Religion, in true Devotion rowards 
God, and Juſtice and Charity to Man: He came / 
that He might Obey the Law of God, and ſhew i 6 
us, by His Example, that the Duties of Religion 
were practitable; and thus He gives light to 
the World. And as the Captain of our Salvs 
tion, He commands us to follow Him, as eve If 
we would partake of His gteat Salvation. — 


has left His Example upon Record, in the Sacred 
Hiſtory of His Life, that ſo we might have it 
ever before us, and might be drawn, by the view 
thereof, to go & do likewiſe, This He requires 
of Young Perſons, as well as other; and it you 
are careful ro Live like Him, to walk as Chriſt 
walked in this World, then will He bring you 


at laſt ro be with Him, where you ſhall ſee Him 


as He is, and be more like Him, being changed 
into the ſame Image from Glory to Glory. 
; | 1 
I now come to ſay, | 


Il, THAT when Chrift ſo calls upon Toung Pers 
ſons, they ſhould ariſe quickly and come 10 Hin. 
Thus 'tis ſaid of Mary here, that as ſoon as fhe 
heard that, /be aroſe guickly, and came 10 Him. 

HRB it will be need ful, 1 4 

1. To ſay, What is implyed in Toung Perſons 

ariſing quickly to come to Chriſt. £ 


2. AND then, To prove that Toung Perſons 


ſhould do ſo. 

1. WHAT i implyed in Toung Perſons ariſing 
quickly to come to Chriſt at His Call? | 

1. Ir implies that Young Perſons ſhould di- 
gently bear ken to the. Voice of Chriſt, and attend to 
His Call. He cannot be ſuppoſed to ariſe quick- 
ly at his Maſters Call, who is ungttentive to his 
Voice, He that turns a deaf Ear to his Maſters 
Call, and will not hear him, is far from beltire 


ing himſelf, and yielding a quick and ready com- 


pliance with what his Malter requires. Thus 
indeed; it is with many Young Perſons; Chriſt 
Jelus has been calling upon them again, and 

| again, 


inben CHRIS calleth them. 47 


N 
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18  Toung Perſons ſhould Atiſe quickly 
again, but they hear Him not; they are like the 
deaf Adder, that ſtoppeth her Ear againſt the 
voice of the Charmer, and hear it not tho? he 
charm never fo wiſely. Whereas to ariſe quick 
ly at the Call of Chriſt, is to hear Him, while 
He is yet ſpeaking; to hearken dilligently to the 
leaſt ſound of His Voice. Chriſt ſays, Joh. X. 2, 
The ſheep hear His voice, and ver 4. They knou 
His voice: Which derotes their Attention, that 
they readily diſtinguiſh His Voice from anothers; 
they hear the leaſt whiſpers of it, in His Word, 
and by His Meſſengers. When Martha d id but 
ſay ſecretly to Mary, whiſpering her in the Ear, 
the Maſter calleth, how readily does ſhe hear 
Thus Voung Perſons ſhould have their Ears open 
to receive the Inſftruttions of Wiſdom; they 
ſhould liften diligently to the Voice of Chiilf, 
waiting daily at the poſts of Wiſdoms Gates 
They ſhould be very attentive to hear What the 
Word of Chriſt ſays to them; and therefore dil. 
ligently read that holy Word, and hear it, and 
medirate upon ir, that they may know what it 
is that Chriſt requires of them. If you neglet! 
to Read, and to Hear the Word of Chriſt, you 
are not likely to be dilligent to attend to His 
Call: and if you do not attend to His Call, 
you will not ariſe quickly and come to Him, 
and do what He requires of you. 

2. IT implies that Young Perfons ſhould Se 
themſe'ves about the Work which Chriſt calls them 10. 
You are to hear attentively, and then put in 
practice what you heat; this is to ariſe quickly 
ac His Call. For 'tis not eno' to hear whit 
Chriſt ſays, but you mult do what Chill 


pet 


ven CHRIST taleth them. ag 
Commands. He that heareth not, when Chriſt 
ſpeaks ro him, is a wicked flothful Servant ; 
bur he that heareth, and will not do, is a rebel: 
lious one, and ſhall be beaten with many firipes. 
Hence is the Exhortation, Jam. I 22. Be ye Doers 
of rhe Word, and not hear ers only, deceiving your 
own ſelves. It will prove a dreadfulDelufionto 
him that thinks it eno' for him to bear the Call 
of Chriſt, and is not careful ro do ir. To arife 
quickly at the Call of Chriſt is to yield a ready 
Obedience to the Call. When Mr) hears, the 
Maſter calleth her, be eroſe quickly, the immedi- 
ately came at rhe Call. When Chriſt called 
James and Fobn, *tis aid, Mar. IV. 22, Immedi- 
ately they left the Ship, and their Fotber, and fol- 
lowed Him. They immediately left all Com- 
pany, tho' never ſo delightfel to them, to com- 
ply with the Call of Chriſt. Thus when Ch tiſt 
calls upon Young Perſons to repent of their Sing, 
they ſhould ariſe quickly, and forſake all their 
former Luſts, and vain Imaginations, and jimm&- 
diately reſolve againſt all Sin for the time ro 
come. As ſoon as the Word of Chrift affords 
you Conviction, that this or the other courſe is 
Sinfal, you ſhould from that very time carefully 
avoid rhat evil thing. And ſo when Chriſt calls 
upon Young Perſons to Believe in Him, they 
ſhould ariſe quickly, and credit the Reports of 
His Holy Word, and give vp themſelves rc Him, 
In Covenant never to be forgotten. Whatſo- 
ever they find recorded in the Word of God, as 
an Artiele of their Faith, they ſhould immed l- 
ately embrace ir, and reſign their reafon up to 


f 


to ine belief and condutt of it. Thus when 


H Jeſus 


50 Towng Ferſons ſhould Ariſe quickly 
'Jeſvs Chriſt calls upon Young Petſons to become 
His Diſciples, they ſhould: ariſe quickly, and 
enter themſelyes into His Service, yield a ready 
and willing Obedience to all His Command- 
ments, and from this time forth, ſer Him before 
* as the Copy they are determined to write 
 QILET, FLGLES 7: » oy r 005, 
3. Ir implies that Young Perſons Sbould nt 
male any Delay in ibeir Obedience to the Call of 
Chriſt. They ſhould ſer themſelves inftantly, 
about the Work Chriſt calls them to; and not 
[ſtand dallying, and debating the Caſe, whether 
they had beſt or no. Mary was at no loſs whe- 
ther ſhe had beſt come at the Call of Chriſt; ſhe 
did nor ſtand, ſhall I, ſhall 1; ſhe neither diſ- Il * 
pured His Authority, nor pretended ſhe had 
ſomerhing elſe to do firſt ; but ſhe readily owns 
Him for her Lord, and leaves every thing elſe to 
come to Him; ſo the aroſe quickly, without the 
leaſt delay and came. And thus ſhould Young 
Perſons now ariſe quickly, and come ar His Call. 0 
They ſhould hear Him now, come to Him now, e 
obey Him now, immediately, without any De- 0 
lay. They muſt not pretend vain Idle excuſes By 
| againſt a preſent compliance with Him; but a: 4 
riſe now, while the Maſter is calling to them; Iſl ©'* 
now, this preſent moment, without putting it 
off to another Time. He that delays, to ſet 2. 
bout what his Maſter requires of him, is a flcth- Ri 
ful Servant, & injures his Maſter, Prov. XXVI. 6. 
Ae that ſendeth a meſſage by the band of a foil, 


cutteth off the feer, and drinketh damage. He is D 
the good Servant, who when his Maſter ſays go, of 
ous 5 m0mm 25s Slater Hays. Lowe, bp: comeba ſl as 
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when CHRIST calleth them 51. 
when his Maſter ſays do this, he does it, im- 
mediately without delay. Thus ſhonld Young.” 
Parſons anſwer the call of Chriſt, quickly, with⸗ 
out delay, and puting it off till an hereafter. 
Chriſt ſays to them, turn ye now at my reproof; 
to Day, if you will hear His voice, harden not 
your Hearts; he requires you to do, what you. 
ds about your Soul Concerns, with all imagina» 
ble ſpeed ; and you ſhould ariſe quickly, and 
not delay; leſt your delaying prove of fatal 
conſeq 1ence to you. | 
er. 
2. I am to ſhew, Why Toung Per ſons ſhould ariſe 
quickly, and come at the Call of Chriſt, And I 
ſhall mention but two Reaſons, which will ſuf- 
ficiently prove that they ought to do ſo ; Name- 
ly, Ic is the Maſter that calleth thee; And, It 
will be thy own Advantage to ariſe quickly and 
comply with the Call. 

1. IT the Maſter that calleth thee , Ard theres 
fore, O Young Man, thou ovghteſt quickly, 
wirhout delay,to hearken to and Obey His Call, 
So tis ſaid here, the Maſter calleth thee. The 
Ryle of Maſter, infers Obedience; and Obe- 
dience becomes due from the firſt Moment of 
the Knowledge of the Command. Now Jefus 
Chriſt is this Maſter, who has an undoubted 
Right to thy Obedience; For He is thy Makers 
Without Him was not any thing made, that is made, 
Joh. I. 3. He is thy Maſter by Redeemjng Love 
and Grace, and by thy Profeſſion, and Covenant 
Dedication ro Him in Baptiſm, which the molt 
of you have been brought under the Bonds of, 
AQ, UI, 36. Let all the Houſe of Iſragl knew, afs . 
„ H2 ſurediy, 
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53 Nu Perſons ſhould Ariſe quickly 
Surelly, that God herb made the ſame Feſus, mmm 
both Lord and Chrifl. And tince He is thy Lord 
and Maſter; therefore thou oughteſt immedi: 
ately - Obey His Call. | 14 
For, 3 1 
1. HE 3s a Maſter that bas Authority to Con. 
mand. His tighrful Authority is abſolute, indif- 
putable, and uncontroulable. For as the great i 
ediator, God & Man, He is conſtituted Head bi 
over all things : ( Eph, I. 22.) And conſequently Wha 
His Will is a Law, and the higheſt Reafon of Wb 
all things; and therefore ought to be imme«* 7. 
diately, and forever Obeyed. He ig thy Lord, ul 
wor 6 thou Him. Pſal. XLV. 11. This is the Mmat 
Worſhip due to Him, to hearken to His Voice, 
and comply with it, without delay. He is Loid 
of Lords, and King of Kings, and where the 
Word ofa King is, there is Power and Anthori- 
ty to Command; and this is a ſtrong Reaſon 
why you ſhould yield a ſpeedy Obedience to 
Him. Earthly Monarchs expect a ready Sub- 
miſſion to all their lawful Commands; and 
how much more then ought. Jeſus Chriſt to be 
obeyed immediately. ShallHis Subjucts, Worms 
of the Duſt, diſpute His Authority ? or is there 
any Room to Queſtion your Duty, when He, who 
has an abſolute Lordſhip over you, ſays, do this? 
| No ſurely; when He calls upon Young Perſons 
ro come and give up themſelves to Him, and 
walk in His ways, He adds, have not I command- 
ed thee? and ſhould not the conſideration of the 
ſupream Authority and Lordſhip of Chriſt over 
— "—_— you to the moſt ready Obedience to 
MM | I 3 
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when CHRIST caleth them. 55 


2. HE is Mafler that requires notbing but vbar 
Fuſt and Right, When He calls upon Young: 
erſons to put their Tiuſt in Him, to believe His 

ord,and to obey His Precepts, there is no feat 
f any unlawfulneſs in the Command: ſo that 
bete is no room to heſſitate wherher you ought 
o comply with it or no. For He is the faithful 
ind true Witneſs, and ſpeaketh the Truth in all 
hings. The Herodians ſaid to Him, and they 
pake truly, Mat. XXII. 16, Maſter, we know 
bat tbou art true, and teachelt the Way of God in 
Truth. All that He requireth of thee is the re- 
ſult of Iafinite Wiſdom and Verity; He hath 
made Known all that He hath received of the 
ather, and hath not ſpoken in His own Name, 
but what the Father hath given Him in Com- 
mand ment, that He hath ſpoken. And what 
the Apoſtles of our Lord have declared to us, 
they alſo have not ſpoken of themſelves, but holy 
Men of God ſpake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, So that all that He requires you 
to Believe, is undoubtedly Certain and True, 
(tho you may not be able ro underſtand it,) be. 
cauſe it is the Word of a God that cannot Lye; 
and all that He requires you to Practiſe, is indif- 
purably Juſt & . y becauſe it is the Will 
of God that you ſhould do it. For faithful and 
true is He that hath ſpoken it. And becauſe there 
is the molt undoubred Certainty of the Truth, 
and Equity, of what He has revealed, and res 
quired of you, therefore when Jeſus Chriſt calls 
upon you to Believe this and the other Revelati- 
on of the Goſpel, you ought immediately to pos 
to 


upon 


3. FESUS CHRISTA a Powerſu! Maſter, and 


54 Toung Perſons ſhould Ariſe quickly. 


upon the Practice of theſe and thoſe Duties c 
Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, and Charity, you ought 
immediately ro obey Him. For ſeeing that it is 
indiſputable that you ought ro Obey God, why 
cannot impoſe an Untruth, nor an uajuſt Com: 
mand upon you; aod it is certain that what [6 
ſus Chriſt calls you to, is what God Himſelf te. 
quires of you, therefore there is no room left to 
diſpute the point, upon preſumption of the Call' 
being unlawful, whether you ought to obey it ot 
no; but you ought to ariſe quickly, and do His 
Command ment. | 


therefore Young Perſons ought immediately to 
hearken to His Call. He has all Power in His 
Hands; Joh, XVII. 2. Thou haſt given Him Pouer 


ever all Fleſh. He is ſtyled the Mighty God, Iſa, 


IX 6. Hence He is a Maſtes that is able to en- 
force His Laws, to g1nex the Sanktion, 


it executed. He is able, by His mighty Power, 


to deſtroy any Creature the next Moment, that 
{hall dare to diſpute any of His Commands, ot 
deny Obedience to them, Yea, He can deſtroy 
Soul and Body in Hell; He ſays, Rev. I. 18. [ 
have the Keys' of Hell end of Death. He can ſtrike 
Dead, and Damn, the Rebel Creatute, that re- 


| fuſes to come at His Call. Who can Diſohey 


Him, and hope to go Unpuniſhed 7 
deliver out of His Hands? When therefore 
Jeſus Chriſt callerh upon Young P 
to Him, He ought immediately to be obeyed, 
becauſe He is a Maſter that is able ſeverely t0 
Puniſh all Diſobedience, And think, O Young 


Mao, milk It nor be ſufscientiy provaking rofl 


w—_—_ Ws WWW v3 Ot wn "3 7 
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if you refuſe to Anſwer Him, when He calleth ? 
When He calls upon you to forfake your Sins, 
will you dare to incenſe His Wrath by going on 
ſtill in your Treſpaſſes ? Are you ſtronger than 
He is? Can He not the next Moment, inflict the 
Deſerved Puniſhment upon you, if you contemn 
His Authority, and will not be Obedient to Hi 
Voice? O how ought, you to ariſe quickly and 
comply with his Call ? When the Three Young 
Men of the JewiſhCaptivity refuſed to obey the 
Command of Nebuchadnezzar, tis ſaid, Dan. 
III. 13. Then Nebuchadnezzar in bis Rage and 
Fury, commanded them to be brought before 
him, and ſaid to them, Is it true? Do ye not 
ſerve my god? If ye worſhip not, ye ſhall 
be caſt the ſame bour into the midſt of a burning 
fiery Furnace , and who is that God that ſhall deli 
you out of my Hands ? And does not Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Maſter, ſay ro the ſame purpoſe, in His holy 
Word, If you will not Obey my Voice, I will 
calt you into Hell, where the Worm dies not, 
and the Fire is not quenched ; and who can de- 
liver you out of My Hands, O then, let Young 
Perſons be perſwaded to Hearken ro the Voice 
of the Matter, and Obey His Call immediately, 
lnce He is able todeltroy them without Reme- 


dy, if they do ir not. : 
4. FESUS CHRT s the Beſt Mafler, and 


therefore ſhould you moſt readily hearken 10 
and obey Him. He is full of tender Compaſſi- 
ors, Condeſcention and Good neſs, in appearing a 
Saviour for Sinners, and laying down His Life 
for them; and this He has done for the Young» ' 
elt that will come ro Him, And how bog. 
ds... SER 


— 
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this endear Him to thee, and make thee ready 


to ariſe quickly and come to Him? I beſeech 


ou, by rhe Mercies of God, that you preſent 
Nein deen to Him, a living, a reaſonable, a holy, 
and an acceptable Sacrifice. He is moſt Com- 
paſſionate ro thee under all theServices He calls 
thee to: He can have Compiſion on the Ignorant, 
and them that are out of the way, Heb. V. 2, He 
will bear with thy weakneſſes, overlook thy 
failings, forgive thy Sins, paſs by thy Offences 
and in whatfoever Service He calls thee to, will 
afford Help and A ſſiltance to thee to perform it; 
that though of thy ſelf thou canſt do nothing, 
yer through Him ſtrengthening of thee, thou 
mayeſt do all things. And what glorious Re- 
wards has He in ſtore for ali that come to Him? 
There is Joy, and Peace, Pleaſure and Satisfacti- 
on, Quietneſs and Aſſurance, Grace and every 
Good ching, as 2 full Proviſion for thee, in the 
Time of thy Service; and Glory, Honour, Im- 
mortality, and Eternal Life, laid up at the end 
of thy Service to Him in this World. And now, 
what Miſter is their ſo Compaſſionate & Boun- 
tiful ? Who canſt thou ſerye Better ? And there- 
fore how ſhould the confideration hereof make 
thee willing to come at His Call, and immedi 
ately, without any Delay, devote thy ſelf to 
Him, and bind thy ſelf over in thy Youth to be 
the Lords Covenant Servant forever ? Thus the 
confideration of Jeſus Chriſt, as the Maſter 
mould be a ftr6ng Argument with Young People 
to ariſe quickly, and come at His Call. And, 
2. IT will be the unſperkable Advantage of Tous 


Perſons, thus to ariſe quickly, and cme 10 4 
n n e 
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The Maſter Calleth thee, and what does He 
Call thee for? Will it not be thy own Adyantage 
toyield an immediate Compliance with the Call? 
Verily it will: as will ſulficiently appear from 
theſe rwo hints: Eo" cs ano 
' 1, THE Sin which Chriſt calls thee to for ſakewill 
probe detruftive to thee if thou doſt not berrken 10 
the Call. Jeſus Chriſt calls upon Young Perſons 


to forſake their Sins; and what is this but. to 


call thee from Ruin and Mifery ?' Who ever 
got any Good in the ways of Sin? tho? it pro- 
miſe never ſo fair, it is all vanity, and ly es, aud 
things wherein there is no profit. And what 
will the End thereof be, but Death? Rom. VI.21, 
So alſo, we are told of Sinners, Rom. III. 16. 
Deſtruction and Miſery are in their ways, This is 
the way thou art walking in, O Young Man, 
while thou art in the way of Sin: and this is 


the way that Jeſus Chriſt calls thee to turn from. 


Will it not be thy unſpeakable Advantage then 
to turn out of this deſtruQtive Path? And ovght- 
eſt thou not then immediately to Hearken to 
the Voice of Chriſt, ſeeing thy own Safety is 
ſo much concerned in it? If thou waſt travel- 


ling in the Dark, till you arrived at the very 


Brink of aPrecipice, and a Friend called to theg 
to tell thee of thy Danger, and directed thee to 
a ſafe. way, wouldſt thou not immediately and 
thankfully hearken to him. Thou art. going 
down to Eternal DeſtruCtion, while in thy Sinz 
thou art upon the Brink of the Pit, and know: 
elt nor, bur if you take one Step, more, if you 
continue one Day longer in thy ſinful ways,thoy 


maylt tumble down wie uu and periſh for 


erer; 


ue, CHRIST calleth tn. 57 
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ever: Jeſus Chxiſt is compaſſionately calling up: 
on thee to turn, and eſcape the Danger; and Wy, 
will you not immediately hearken to Him? 
Surely you owe this, not only to Chrift, as He is 7 
your Maſter, but to your own Souls, to ariſe i}, 
quickly, to make no delay, but fer thy ſelf un: Mg; 
to the work of unfeigned Repentance immedi: Io. 
ately. | 
15 IF Toung Perſons will immediately come at tl - 
Call of Ehrift, they will be Happy for ever. Jeſus My 
Chriſt calls thee to come to Him, to Believe in Ii 
Him, and Obey Him. And what is it to comply of 
with the Call of Chriſt, but to ſecure thy own pj 
Happineſs ? The way He calls thee to walk in, te; 
is the way that leadeth to everlaſting Reſt, and yz! 
Joy; for be that Believeth ſhall be ſaved, Mar. Int 
VI. 16. No Man can be ſaved without Faith yh; 
in Chriſt, and Obedience to Him: By Grace ge 
ere ſaved, thro Faith = it 3s the Gift of God. — whoWth; 
bath created u in Cbriſt Feſus to Good Works,whic I de 
Cod bath before ordained that we ſhould walk in then, 
{ - Eph. IL 1,10. While you are withoutChriſt, you 
are without God, and without any good Hope of fl | 
arriving at Salvation in an other World. But Th 
by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt we have acceſs with 
Boldneſs to the Throne of Grace here, and offl | 
Glory hereafter ; and Jeſus Chriſt is he Aurbor d, 
of Eternal! Salvation to all them that obey Him, Heb. 
| V. 9. So that if Young Perſons do now imme: 
diately hearken to the Call of Chriſt, their E. 
[ vetlaſting Happineſs is ſecure. And is not this 
a ſtrong Reaſon why you ſhould ariſe quickly, 
without any Delay, and hear His Voice, and put 
In praftice Ul that Hs eequires of you * Ooour 
Ts ee Fon 


4 
. 


21879 
4 


—ͤ K — — — _ - 
/ — — 

1 

9 

* 

* 


SW 5 22 w —_—v "W 


— 
— . _—_ = — — — > <—— —— . 


when CHRIST calleth this, 5g 
foung People, Do not you need Happineſs ? Have 
you no Thirſt of Soul after it? Is it not worth 
your ſtriving and labouring for ? And ought you 
rot then immediately to accept of ir, when it is 
freely offered ro you > Would you ſpend any 
long time in Hefitancy and Delay, if any one 
ſhould make the Offers of a large Eſtate to you © 
Would you not count it worth a ready Accep- 
tance ? And is it not as Reaſonable, and inſinſte- 
ly more ſo, that you ſhould readily embrace the 
Offer of Jeſus Chriſt, who calls you to come unto 
Him, that your Souls may live ? Is not His: 
tendered Heaven and Happineſs infinitely more” 


valuable than all this World? Well then,fince: | 


it is ſo much to your own Advantage to come at 
the Call of Chriſt; ſince you will thereby e 
cape all Miſery and Deſtruction, and ſecure all 
that will render you Happy for ever, O, do nos 
ftelay, do not put ir off, 12 now the Maſter 


calleth thee, ariſe quickly, and come unte Him. 


Things. 


ed, who do not ariſe quickly, and come at the Call of, 
Criſt. Would a Maſter bear ir, that his Ser- 
vant ſhould refuſe to come at his Call? or ſtand 
lale, when he ſets him about a Buſineſs that re- 


quires diſpatch? And yet alas; ſo many 4 


Young Perſon ſerve Jeſus Chriſt the great Lord 
ind Maſter ! Tho' He ealls them to come unte 
Him, to forſake their Sins, and lead new Lives, 
vet they turs a deaf 1 to His Call, =——— 
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proceed to make ſome Improvement of theſe . 
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with His Command. He ſays, if I am a Maſter, 
where is my Fear? Will you not fear to pro- 
voke His Wrath ? Is not His Anger to be dread. 
ed? O our Young People; Is not Jeſus Chriſt 
calling upon you; one Sabbath after an other, 

how long ye fimple ones, will ye love Simplicity, 
turn ye, at my Reproof ? Have you not had 
Sermon after Sermon, Call after Call, - ro come 
to Him, and take Him for your Lord, and live 
in Obedience. to Him as yourMaſter ? Have you 
not been often warned of the infinite Danger 
there is in your going on in your Sins ? And 
yet alas; How few have belieyed the Reports 
of the Goſpel? Do we not ſee that many of our 


. P N 


of them,) yet hug their Luſts, and will not let 
them go? Do we not ſee them to this Day, 
walking in the way of the fooliſh, neglecting their 
Duty te God, and their own Souls, and bringing 
Miſchief and Ruin upon themſelves * O that 
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of Religion, and delay no longer, leſt your Ve- 
lays prove your undoing, There is many a Young 
Perſon, ; that ſometimes has many Purpoſes to 
hearken to the Call of Chriſt; they have ſome 
ſenſe of their Need of Him, and think to alter 


ed themſelyes in their Worldly Intereſt, or have 
a little longer enjoyed the Gratifications of tbis 
or that carnal Appetite, then they Toes 

| . Grit 


Him off from Day to Day, and refuſe to comply 


Voung people, (it is to be feared the greateſt Part 


their Lives before they Die; but they put it 
off to ag other Time; after they have firſt ſery-- 
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when CHRIST calleth then. 61 
Chriſt, and ſerve Him, and ſecore their Eternal 
ſntereſt, But think ſeriouſly with thy ſelf, O 
Young Man; Is it reaſonable that you ſhould 
irft ſerve Sin, and the World, and give the Re- 
mainder of your Time and Strength to God and 
Chriſt ? Is it reaſonable that the Intereſt of 
your- Souls and Eternity, ſhould be poſtponed to 
the little, and comparatively trifling, concerns 
of the Body ? Art thou not then greatly to be. 
reproved for thy Sin and Folly herein ? Does 
not thy own Conſcience condemn thee for an e- 
gregious Fool? Beſides, has not , Jeſus Chriſt 
exerciſed a great deal of Patience towards the 


— 


already ? He ſays, Rey, III. 20. Behold, I fand 


at the Door, and knock. Has He not been ſo wait- 
ing upon thee Lear after Year? And is it rea- 
ſonable that you ſhould abuſe His Patience, and 
put Him off yet longer? Will not this greatly 
hazard His Patience being turned into Fury ? 
May you not juſtly fear, if you delay any 1ons 
ger, that He will wholly withdraw from you ? 
And then what will become of you? O, it is a 
dtead ful and amazing Sight, to ſee our Young 
People acting ſo fooliſh and mad àa Part! And 
how wilt thou Anſwer it at laſt, that thou chooſeſt 
to live in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, in Chamber» 
ing and Wantonneſs, making Proviſion for the 
Fleſh, to fulfil it in the Luſts thereof? Ah, fool- 
ſh People, and unwiſe! Know eit, that however 
you may Flatter your ſelves, the Time will 
come, (and you know not how ſoon,) unleſs you 
Repent, when God will ſer thy Sin in order be- 
fore thee; and then, becauſe thou harteſt- In- 
Aktion, and caſt the Word of God behind, thy 
IP + acky 
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back, He will tear thee to Pieces, and there ſhall 
be none to deliver thee. 

II. O then, Let our Voung People be per ſwadel, 
now quickly to comply with the Call of Chriſt. What 
I ſay unto you, I ſay unto all; yet more eſpe- 
cially unto you, our Young People, The Maſter 
is come, and calleth for you; be perſwaded then 
to arile quickly, and come at His Call, Be at 
length prevailed upon to Live as Chriſt requires 
of you, Set upon the Duty of Prayer; be much 
in Reading and Hearing the Word of God ; and 
live Soberly, :Rightreoufly, and Godly in this 

teſent World. To excite and move you here- 
to, I will leave with you a few conſiderations: 

e255 100 er $1 | 

1. THAT Feſas Chrift is now Calling of you. 
Jeſus Chriſt now Calls upon you in His Word 
and Ordinances, as He did Perſonally upon His 
Diſciples of old. Thro' the Favour of the Moſt 
High, the Silver Trumpet of the Goſpel is ſound- 
ing in Your Ears; you have the Joyful Tidings 
Publiſhed to you, that to you there is born a $a- 
viour, And how earneſtly is Jeſus Chriſt calling 
upon you in His Word, Hear & your Souls ſhall 
Live? how pathetically does He addreſs you, O 
that thou wouldſt know in this the Day thereof 
the Things that belong unto thy Peace, e'er they 
are hidden from thine Eyes? How forcibly does 
He woo and entteat you to become reconciled 
unto God? And is He not, herewithal, moving 
upon your Hearts with His Holy Spirit, exciting 
and ſtirring up theConvittions of your ownMind? 
Have you not often felt ſomething of His power. 
ful Operation within you, convincing you 0 


Sin 


Fa: * * 
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Sin and Miſery, and the Neceſſity of abandoning 
your former ſinful Courſes, of the Neceſſity of 
our Faith in Chrilt, & your leading Holy Lives? 
ea, have you not now, felt ſomething of the 
Power of the Word of God upon your Hearts, 
by which you are awakned to ſome Senſe of your 
miſerable Condition out of Chriſt? And have you 
not been again and again, aſſured that you will 
be welcome to Chriſt, that He will not re ject the 
greateſt and vileſt Sinner of you all, if at length 
you will come to Him? Thus have you been, and 

thus are you ſtill, called upon to come to Chrilt 
and therefore it is as yet a Day of Grace — 
Mercy with You, a Time of Love, and a Seaſon 
wherein you may find Life. And ought not this 

Seaſon to be wiſely improved by You? | 
2, Cons1DER, L cannot reaſonably expelt that 
God and Chriit ſhould hear you when you call, if you 
will not now ſpeedily hearken to Him. If you will 
not ariſe quickly and come at the Call of Chrilt, 
how can you reaſonably expect that Chriſt ſhould 
hear you ſpeedily? When you are in Diltreſs by 
Sickneſs and Pain, then it may be you are ready 
to Call upon God to appear for your Help, and 
beg as the P/e/mift, Plal. LXXIX. 8. Let thy 
Tender Mercies ſpeedily prevent me; and Pſal. XIII. 
3. Conſider and hear me, O Lord my God, lighien 
mins -Eyes, leſt I Sleep the Sleep of Death, But how 
can you reaſonably expect that God ſhould ap- 
pear right early for your Help, and be nigh at 
Hard to heal you, when you are ſo backward to 
hearken to the Call of His Son? Why ſhould 
you be ſpeedily heard calling for Mercy, when 
you will not quickly hear your Call to * ? 
I 


: 


; 
l 
F 
* 


in the Time of your Straits? Why then will you 


thy ſelf of a to morrow, Prov. XXVII. 1. By to 


54 Teng Perſons ſhould Ariſe quickly 
Or when you are in Danger at Sea, by Storm and 
Tem peſt, how Natural is it for you to Cty out, 
as Pſal. XL. 13, 17. Fe flesſed, O Lord, ro deli. 
ver me; O Lord, make haſie to Help me; make no tar- 
Tying, O my God? Ard if you would have God 
to make no Delay to deliver you when you are 
in Danger, ought you not then to make no Delay 
in your Obedience to His Commands? Might He 
not Jultly reward unto you according to your 
Ways, ard deal with you as you do by Him? And 
would it be pleafing to you, for God and Chrilt 
to neglect to hear you, and Delay to Help you 


Delay to hearken to His Voice, when He ſo ear- 
neftly calls upon you? Is this Reaſonable? Well 
then, delay no longer, but hearken to the Call of 
Chriſt im-med;arely, left He ſay, as Prov. I. 24. WC 
Becauſe I called, and ye refuſed, I will laugh at your II 
Calamity, and mocſ when your Fear cometh, 4 
3. Cons1DeR, If you will quickly Learken to the t 
Call of Chrift, thy Salvation is ſecured. If thou doſt I 
now immediately ariſe, and come to Chriſt as Wt! 
thy Lord, & give up thy ſelf ro Him, then thou WW it 
wilt certainly find Mercy: all thy Sins ſhall be © i 
forgiven, and thy Soul ſaved; the covenant Pro- k 
miſe is thine, and thou needſt to fear no Evil, 
But, O Young Man, if thou doſt not now, quick- 
ly, immediately, obey this Call, you can have 
no Certainty of an other; for thou canſt nor boaſt 


morrow, thou mayſt be ont of the reach of Mer- 
cy; ard then in vain will be all thy Wiſhes, O 
that I had hearken'd to the Call of Chriſt while 
T had the Opportunity thereof! We are 2 
** ; 2 on, 


bhesC H RIS T caleib them, Of 
y Cor. VI. 2. Bebo ld, now, # the Actepted That, 
row, he Day of Salvation, If you embiace'rhe 
preſent Opportunity, I can aſſute you, Chrift will 
accept of you, the Peace Will-be made between 
God and You, He will freely forgive you all 
your Sins, tho* they have been many and great, 
not one of them all ſhall be remembred againſt 
ou; But there is no Man can aſſure you ofthis 
leſſed Priviledge, if you defer till to A 
You can't tell bar you may be in the Gravewirh. 
the Dead, yea, in Hell with e Damned; and 
then tho' you ſeek the Bleffibg xbrefolly, 266 
with Tears, there will be ne tooth" for Ropes: 
+3 4 OD £29. SAA CI 


s WW 


tance; 
ST \ 


pn 5. Rnd | bus pie — 0D 9 BD „ 


| 03.2 121 01 aigsd a 228068 
4. Cons ipet; The ſooner y bearket” v1 
Call of Chriſt, the more Servicr q will do, while lin 
the World, If you arife quickly gt the CH of 
Chrift, now while you are Ybung.' you wp ham 
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eme more Opportutity to do Setviee for God an | 
t His People. He char negleUs to comply? with | 
s Ml the Call of Chriſt, till his Life is almoſt fend; 


if he ſhould be in good Earneft then in H eom- 
ing to Him, he has but a little Time left, for 
him to do any thing for rhe Name of God; a 
the Benefit of His People, Whereas if yd tigt 
re Young, will now, immediately Hi in the 
Service of Chrift, you will have all the Remo 
der of your Lives, (and if rhey ſhould be lengrh- 
ned out to the common Date, it will be a confl- ; 
derable Time,) to be employed for the Serving ö 
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Coq, and your Get eration according to the Will 
, God: and ä you, will fare the bet- 
, der 
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66 Toung Perſons ſhould Ariſe quickly 
ter for you. As for thoſe that remain in an un- 
converted Eftate, they are generally a Burden to 
the Earth, hurtful in their Example, and expoſe 
the World to the Righteous Judgments of God; 
whey briog no Glory to the Name of God, but 
Diſhonour it; they are unprofitable to them- 
Felves, and ordinarily are the peſts of Humane 
Society. But the Holy, Good Man, ſerves his 
God, and his Generation; is obliging and kind, 
Þeneficent and charitable, is an encourager of all 
That. is Good, and endeavours to promote the 
Welfare of the Place and Neighbourhood where 
me lives; and, he is a Bleſſing to the World, by 
His Examples, Counſels, and Prayers. Now. the 
ſooner you begin to hearken to the Call ofChrift, 
And comply with the Terms, & perform the Duties 
af the Goſpel. ſo much the more Glory will you be 
Likely to bring to the Name ofGod,& ſo much the 
more Good will you do in the World. Thus by an 
immediate hearkning to the Call of Chriſt, will 
you become th greater Bleſſings to all about you, 
And what an xcitetnent ſhould this be to you, 
to engage, Without Delay, in the Service of 
God, and Religion, that by it you will become 
truly ſerviceable in the World, and every wile 
Man will call you Bleſſed. | 
F. CONSIDER, IF thou, O Toung Man, wilt in· 

mediately bear ken 10 the Call of * thy own Glo 
ry will be ſo much the Greater. There are difte 

tentDegrees of Glory and Happineſs in Heaven! 
Tho? every true Chriſtian ſhall be Happy, and 
compleatly fo; yet there are ſome that ſhal 


— 


have higher Degrees of Happinefs aſligne n ; 
735 | the 


— 


more than others, tho' they are alike full. 80 
the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. XV. 41, 42. There is 
ne Glory of the Sun, and another Glory of the Moon, 
and an other Glory of the Stars; and one Star dif- 
weth from an other Star in Glory: So alſo is the 
Reſurreftion of the Dead. In the Reſurrettion 
World, tho' all the Servants of Chriſt ſhall have 
their full Rewards beſtowed upon them, yet 
thoſe Rewards will differ as to degrees; he that 
hath gained Ten Pounds, ſhall be made a Ruler 
over Ten Cities, while he that has gained but 
five, ſhall be made Ruler over but Five Cities, 
Men's Rewards in Heaven will be proportioned. 
to their Serviceableneſs: the more Service they 
do, the greater will be their Glory. Now who 


but they that begin betimes : They that ſpend 
the Day Idly till the Eleventh Hour, it cannot 
be! expetted that they ſhould do as much as 
thoſe that entred in the Vineyard in the Morn- 
ing, and laboured in it all the Day. This then 
ſhould encourage you now, immediately to 
hearken to the Call of Chrift ; that you. may 
looſe no more of your Time, but ſpend the whole 
Remainder of it as a wiſe and faithful Steward, 
„that your Rewards may be the greater in Hea- 

Ven. 


6. IF you do not ariſe quickly at the Call eſChriſt. 
He may never Call you more. The Maſter is now 
calling of you, and He expects a ready Compli- 
ince with His Call, and will kighly reſent it if 

k 2 Fou 
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them than others; as ſome Veſſels will hold 


re moſt likely to do moſt Service for Chriſt, 
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63' Young Perſons Sould Ariſe quickly 
you put Him off with frivoloys excuſes and yg: 
reaſonable delays. Poſſibly, He may be ſo pro- 
poked, as wholly to withdraw, and never give 
you an Invitation more to come to Him. - Whey 
the Spouſe made excuſes and delays, and did not 
readily ariſe, and open, to let Him in, her Lord 
withdrew Himſelf, and into what anAmaze was 
ſhe plunged ; Cant. V. 6. My Soul failed, ſays 
ſhe; 1 ſought Him, but could not find Him, [called 
Him, but He gave me no Anſwer — I charge hon 
of you find Hin, tell Him, I am Sick of Lovs, 
What reaſon then have they that put Jeſus 
Chriſt off from Time to Time, and. have never 
once yet hearkened to His Call, after a long 
waiting upon them, to fear, that if they do not 
now, immediately, without any more fnful 
Delay, ariſe and open the Doors of their Souls, 
and give a due Entertainment to Him, that He 
will be provoked wholly to withdraw, and leave 
them, and give them up to the ways of their 
own Chooſing, till they periſh in an everlaſting 
ſeperation from Him. While Jeſus Chriſt is 
calling upon you, to come to Him, there is yet 
Hope concerning you, there is 2 poſſibility that 
you may obtain the Pardon of all your Sin, tho 
they have been innumerably many, and exceed- 
ing great. There is room to Hope that you 
may yet eſcape the Wrath to come, and have 9 

T le to the Bleſſedneſs of the Heavenly World 
28 your Portion. But if you ſhould not now 
hearken to His Call, how knoweſt thou but the 
Door of Grace, and Hope, and Life, may be for- 


ever (hut upon thee ? god then What 3 ie 
2 5 : if | ble 
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fle Condition will you be in to all Eternity. 
Think, O Young Man, of thoſe awful words, 
Luke XIII. 25. When once the Maſter of the 
Houſe #s riſen up, and bath ſhut to the Door, and ye 
begin to fland without, and to knock at the Door, ſays, 
ing, Lord! Lord ! Open to ws! He ſhall anſwer & ſay 
into you, I know you not whence you are, — depart 
from me, all ye workers of Iniguity. The Door of 
Mercy now ſtands open, and Jeſus Chriſt at it, 
is earneſtly calling upon thee to come in, and 
receive Mercy; but if thou wilt not ariſe quick- 
ly and come at His Call, it may be He will be 
ſo provoked as to ſhut the Door upon thee, and 
in vain will it be for thee then to cry, Lord, 
lord, open to me; thou wilt be utterly reject- 
. of Him. And O ! what wailing and gnaſh- 
ing of Teeth will then be thy Portion forever? 
Has not Chriſt been Calling upon thee, Sabbath 
after Sabbath? But it may be thou haſt not 
many more Sabbaths to enjoy; wherefore now 
immediately hearken to his Call, come to Him, 
and ſecure the Bleſſing, leſt it be too late. 


O that our Young People might be awakened 
by theſe Confiderations, to ariſe now, while 
the Maſter calleth them, and quickly, im- 


mediately apply themſelves to the great Duties 


of Religion, humbly repent of all their Sins, 
and forſake them, earneſtly call upon God, in 
the Name of Chriſt for Pardon and Grace, and 
give themſelves up to God in Chriſt to be His 
Servants devoted to His Fear. I conclude, 


with the Words of the Apoſtle, Heb. ® 


70 Toung Perſons ſhould Ariſedquickly, &c: 
7,11. He limiteth a certain Day, ſaying ——— 

to Day, after ſo long a Tine,. to Day, if ; 
ye will bear His Voice, harden not your Hearts, 

l —— Labour therefore to enter into that Reſt, 
z Aa full di is fame example of Un: 
C | lie,. | 
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ISATAH. XXIX. 6. 


Thou fhalt be viſited of the LORD of Hoffe with 

Thunder, and with Earthguoſte, and great Noiſe, 
with Storm and Tempeſi, and the Flame of de: 
vouring Fire, 


HO” the Prophet I/aiab be juſtly ſty led. 

| an Evangelical Prophet, for his many, 
and clear Diſcourſes of the Goſpel 

Srate, and Times; which he Prophe- 


cies of, to encourage the People of God, & ſup- 


port their Minds, under the many Calamities 
they ſhould meet withal, and to excite them to 
look with the more of Earneſtneſs, and with the 

| 8 greater 
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greater Preparedneſs.for the. Coming of the pro- 
miſed Meſhah; Yer we find bim often denounce 
ing the heavy Judgments of God againſt the Jew- 
iſh Natioy, for the maay ptovokipg Sins that 
were to he fanad ameng them: and particularly 
in this, with the Two foregoing Chapters, he 
gives them Warning from God, what would be 
the ſad Fruit of their Evil Ways, if they would 
nor timely repent of their Wickedneſs, and turn 
unto the Lordi 0 

lx the Beginning of this Chapter he foretels, 
the Babyloniſh Captivity #bat was haftning upon 
Feruſalem, whom he here ſtiles Ariel, as Ezekiel 
does the Altar of Burnt Offering, (Ezek. XLlll. 
15.) as denoting, that their neareſt viſible Rela 
tion ro God, & their greateſt Confidence in Kim, 
fhould be no Security to them againft the threat: 
ned Judgment, withour a thorough Repentance, 
and Reformation. J 


-» 


 Bes1Des the Captivity that was approaching 
upon them, he lets them know from God, that 
there were other deſolating Judgments which 
God would inflict upon them, for their Incorri- MY! 
giblenefs in their Evil Ways; as in my Text, 
Thou ſhalt be viſited of the Lord of Hoſts, with Tbun-· 
der, and with Earibgaaks, and a great Noife, with 
mo and Tempeſt, and the Flame of 'a devonring 

PIVG DONT 1 309% 4 CNN | 
Hen are Four terrible Judgments of God de- 
'hounced againſt them, »8mong which I ſhall ſes 
Te& that of rhe Earthquake, for the 8ubject of Yi! 
my preſent Diſcourfe; it being what we zie all 
of us under the frighetul Impreſſions of, wy the 
rem: 


Ne 
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Trembling of our Earth, and the great Noife 
jar has accompanied it, in the Days that a6 
An. 7 | . 7 
| Poss1tty the Earthquake, here ſpoken of, 
may be that which happened in the Days of Us- 
ziab, King of Fudab, of which the Prophet Amos 
ſpeaks, Amos I. 1. and the Prophet Zechariab 
ſpeaking of the taking Jeruſalem, by the Chaldean 8, 
ſays, Zech. XIV. 5. le ſhall flee, like as ye fled from 
* the Earibquake in ibe Days of Uzziah King of 

udah. 

4 ISALAH propheſied in the Reign of this Uz#i- 
ih, as we may ſee in the Beginning of his pro- 
pheſie; and ir is recorded of Uzziab, that dftef 
he had greatly fortified and firengthned Zeraſas 
lem, bis Heart was lifted up within him, and he 
would needs aſſume the Priefts Office, & go him- 
ſelf into the Temple to burn Incenſe, upon the 
Altar of Incenſe, which it was not lawful for a- 
ny but the Prieft to do. Azariah, and Fourſcore 
of the Priefts withſtood him, tho' a King; and 
when be attempted to force his Way to the Al- 
tar, in Oppofition to the Prieſts, God fmote him 
with Leprofie, & then they thruſt him our, yea, 
ke himſelf, convinced by the Judgment of God 
„pon him of his Error, haſted to go out, as an 
unclean Perſon, The Hiſtory whereof we have 
in, II. Chron. Cb. XXVI. At the ſame Time, 
as is ſuppoſed by ſome, the Earthquake happens 
ed that is here ſpoken of: and accordingly V e- 
fbz the famous Jewiſh Hiſtorian tells us © tbat 
when Uzziah grew Wroth, and in his Paſſion 
' threatned to kill the Prieſts that withftocd him, 
'the Earth fell a Fr and the 2051 

« cletx 


74 EARTHQUAKES under the 
* cleft in Twain, and the half of a Mountain, that 
'* ftood to the Eaſtward, before the City, break 
* and fell, and removed for the Space of four 
© Furtongs, or half a Mile by which the Publick 
Ways were ſtopped up and Choaked, and the 

| * KingsGardens of Pleafure were wholly ruined, 
TnvstheLord vifired them with an Earthquake 
and a grear Noiſe; it was not a thing that hap 
pened by mere Chance and Accident, but it was 
from God, who ſent ir, asa Judgment upon them; 
the Direction thereof was from the Lord of Hoſts 
From the Words I ſhall raiſe this DoEtrina 
Truth; viz. R IT 
- Doer. THAT when an Earthquake happens to 
ny Place, it is the Lord of Hoſts that viſits 10 
Place therewith. þ 

Is ſpeaking to this Doctrine, I ſhall 4 
I. DISCOURSE a little upon the Nature of Earth 
quakes, their Cauſes, and Eels. And then WW 
II. SHE that when Earthquakes happen, it is th 


Lord of Hoſts that viſits a Flace therewnb, R 
I. Iam to Diſcourſe a little upon the Narureſſ ti 
of Errthguakes, their Cauſes. and Effects. E 

HERE we may Confider Earthquakes as Aeta. 
Pborical, or Literal. v 


' 1. TyERE are Metapborical Earthquakes often» 
ſpoken of in the ſacred Scriprure. This means 
thoſe ſhaking Diſpenſations of Divine Providence, 
which (od brings upon Nations, and Kingdoms, 2! 
and Churches, by which their Political, or EccleWſt 
ſiaſtical State is made ro Totter, and ſometimes E 
is diſf-lved in the Frame of it, and they are turn 
ed upſide down, all things being thrown into 
. 'Confulion among them, 1 his the Plalmili ſeemq 
JJ } 5 | IG {4 


| MChap. II. ver.1 3—The Day of the Lord of Hoſts ha 


to intend, when he ſays, Pſal. XLVI. 2; 3. There- 


Ming thereof. By the Mountains, are meant the 
WPrinces, and great Men of a State; and by the 
ea, is meant the Populace: tho' the Sea roars, 


Ws removed like a Cottage, And theProphet Hoggas 
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fore will not we ſear, tho the Mountains be carried in- 
to the midſt of theSea ; tho* theWaters thereof roar,and 
he troubled; tho the mountains ſhake with the ſtel. 


tho' the People are in a Tumult, and the Noiſe 


Jof Diviſions, Confufions, Seditions, Rebellions 
Mare to be heard among them; tho the Mountains, 


the Princes and great Men are ſhaken out of their 
Places, and thrown down, by the prevailing Tus 
mults of the People, yet will not we fear; Gd 
is our Refuge, &c. Thus the Prophet 1/arah ſayss, 


be upon the Cedars of Lebanon that are higb, & upon 
/ the Hills that are lifted up, that is the Chief 
Men of the Nation — and the lofrineſs of Man 
ſhall be bowed down, and ihe haughrineſs of Men ſhall 


be male low, — and they ſhall go into the holes of the 


Rocks, — for fear 1 Lord, and for the glory 4 
= 


al His Mojeftly, when He ariſerb ro ſhake terribly 1 


Earth. This does not intend a literal Earth» 


; quake, bur ſuch Judgments as God in His Pro- 


vidence would bring upon them, whereby their 
State ſhould be greatly ſhaken and d iſſolved, 
Thus again, the fame Prophet foretells the De» 
ſolations which God would bring upon the Jews, 
and the Nations round about them, in theſe 
ſtrains, Iſa. XXIV. 18, The Foundations of ih 
karth do ſhake, the Earth ic utterly broken down,thg 
Earth is clean diſſolved the Earth is moved exceeding 
the Earth ſhall reel to Fro, like aDrunkard,t ha 


L 2 | Prophecy 
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76 EARTHOUAKEs under the 
prophecying of the ſame Times, and Changes, 
ſays, Hag. II. 6, 7. Thus ſaith tbe. Lord of Hoſts, 
yet once, it is à little while, and I will ſhake the 
Heavens and the Earth, and the Sea, and the dry 
Land; and | will ſhake all Nations, and the Deſirs 
of all Nations ſhall come, Both of theſe Texts 
Tecm to be prophetick of one and the ſame 
thing, viz. the great Changes and Revolutions 
that ſhould befall, not only the Jewiſh Nation, 
but all the Nations around them, before the 
coming of the promiſed Meſhah, here ſtiled the 
delire of all Nations, and they were moſt ſadly 
accompliſhed in the Concuſſions, and Deſolations, 
brought upon the World, by A/exander, the Gre. 
cian, his Four Captains and their Succeſſours, and 
then by the Romans making new Revolutions, 
and Changes, and Deſolations in the Earth. 
Thus alſo our Bleſſed Saviour ſeems to intend Wi 
Metophorical Earthquakes, when He mentions i 
them as figns of His Coming, Mar. XIII. S8. Nat ion 
all riſe up againſt Nation, and Kingdom ogainf 
Kingdom, and there ſhall be Earthquakes in divers 
places, There ſhall be great Concuſſions of Na- 
tions and Kingdoms, by the Judgments of God 
upon them in their Wars and Tumults, and the 
like, before. the Second. Coming of our Lord, 
and as 4 Sign of the near approach of it. And 
thus to name no more, we are told that when 
the Spirit of Life ſhould enter into the ſlain Wit- 
neſſes, and they ſhould aſcend up to Heaven, as 
in a Cloud, that the ſame Hour was there a great 
Earthguaſte, and the Tenth part of the City ſell, Rev, 
XI. 13. Which ſeems only to be a Predittion of 
 Hhoſs mig Conpuſhons which ſhould be giver 
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o the Antichriſtian Powers, at the time of the 
ReſurreQtion of the ſlain Witneſſes, whereby 2 
enth part of the City, or poilibly one of the 
en Kings that had given their Power to the 
Beaſt,ſhall utterly fall off from her, and renounce 
her Supremacy, and abhor her Tyranny and Per- 
ecutions. And poſſibly wherever we read of 
arthquakes, in the Revelations, they intend 
Revolutions, and Changes, in the State, or in 
the Church, : 
2, TxERE are Lijeral and real Earthquakes ; 
when the Earth itſelf is truly moved & ſhaken. 
Such I ſuppoſe to be ſpoken of in my Text, and 
ſuch I intend in my Doctrine, and of theſe I 
mean more particularly to ſpeak, And here by 
Earthquakes, is not to be underſtood the general 
and conſtant motion of the Earth, by which, as 
is ſuppoſed, it performed it's daily round, upon 
its own Axis, or its yearly one in its aſſigned 
Orbit; but I mean particular Shocks given to 
ſome Part or other of the Earth, by which the 
Surface of ir, here, or there, is put into an un- 
{uſual and violent Motion; and that, either of 
E Trembling, as a Perſon in a fit of the Ague ; of 
a ſort of progreflive Motion, which is carried 
forward on the Surface of the Earth in an Un- 
dulating Manner, like the rolling Waves of the 
Sea; and ſometimes, it may be, by a more di- 
ret motion from the Centre, by which theEarth 
heaves up, till it burſt, and ſwallows. what is 
near it, in the gaping Chaſm. OF ſuch literal 
Earthquakes I ſhall briefly hint at the Cauſes 
and Effects. | 
3: Or the Cauſes of an Earthquake ; and 
5 dhe 
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theſe may be conſidered either as Natural or 
Supernatural. The Supernatural Cauſe is the 
immediate Hand of God, of which I ſhall ſpeak 
under the Second General Head. The Natural 
Cauſes, or Secondary Means that bring about an 
Earthquake is what I ſhall take notice of under 
this Head. And I ſhall not enlarge, but only 
ſay ; That it is very rational to ſuppoſe that 
there are Caverns and Hollowneſſes, fome very 
large and extended, others of more contratted 
Dimenſions, in the Body of our Earth, contain: 
ing Wind, or Water, or th in them. Leſſet 
ones we find in our Digging of Wells, from 
whence we are ſupplied with Water, And 
hence we read, of the Fountains of the great Deep 
being broke up, Gen. VII. 11. And Prov. VIII. 28, 
He ſtrengthned the Fountains of the Deep. And Job 
28. 4. The Flood breaketh out from the Inbabitant f. 

IT is alſo undoubted, That there are Subrer- 
raneous Fires in the Bowels of the Earth, fince 
we have many Inſtances of their Eruption in di- 
verſe Parts of the World. 

No theſe Subrerraneous Fires approachirg 
near to thoſe Caverns,filled with Wind orWater, 
mult neceſſarily give a yehement Agitation ro 
them ; as the firedGun-powder does to theWind 
in the Gun, and as the Fire under a Pot ſers rhe 
Water a Boyling in it: and becauſe the Wind 
and Water thus rarifyed and put into violent 
Motion, by the approaching Hear, naturally ſeeks 
a Vent, or Room to expand themſelves, there- 


— — —̃ — — — — — 
. F All of which are underſtoed of the Waters in Subrerrancos 
Caverns; and that place in Fob ſhould rather be rendred, 
breakesh out againſt the Inhgbit ant as Mer. in "Rn 
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to the Cavern, in which they are cloſely pent, 
is naturally and neceſſarily put into a ſtrong 
and violent Motion to make Room for their Ex- 
panſion; and becauſe of the Continuity of the 
Parts of the Earth, from the Surface ro thoſe 
Caverns, therefore the Surface of the Earth alfo 
is neceſſarily thrown into Motion, according to 
the Direction of the Stroke, or firft Shock that 
is given to the Concave of the Vault below; and 
is either made to tremble, as the force of the 
Motion of the pent Wind, or Water is leſs vio- 
lenr, or Cleaves and Rends aſunder its Parts, as 
the Motion is more ſtrong and vehement. Ia 
ſome ſuch Method we may rationally ſuppoſe 
Earthquakes are generated of Natural Cauſes. 
2, I ſhall hint at the Hels of Earthquakes 
and they are ſo numerous that | may not enlarge 
upon them. Semetimes we find Houſes greatly 
ſhaken by the force thereof, and reel too and 
fro, or tremble like a Leaf ſhaken with the 
wind e while at the ſame Time, the Veſſels up- 
on the Waters feel the Shock as tho“ they were 
running upon a gravelly Botrom, and their fides 
quiver, as if ſome floating Rafts had f ddenly 
ruſhed againſt them, And how often does Hiſto- 
ry give us an account, of Houſes being overthrown 
from their Foundations, and the Inhabitants of 
whole Towns buried in the Ruins. Am ſt ſud- 
den, ſurprizing and awful Death! Sometimes 
we are told of Mounrains & Hills that have been 
put into motion, by an Earthquake, and carryed 
ar a great Diſtance from the place where they 


formerly ſtocd. Hiſtory acquaiuts us alſo, * 
the 
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the Channels of Water, the Rivers, have been 
diverted from their uſual Courfe-thereby, and a 
new path has been marked out for them. At o- 
ther Times the Earth has opened her Mouth, 
and whole Towns, and their Inhabitants have 


ſunk down in the mighty Chaſm, which has 


quickly cloſed upon them, and buried them in 
one Common Grave. Sometimes a mighty Roar- 
ing Noiſe has accompanied an Earthquake, and 
an amaZing rumbling ſound has been heard paſ- 
firg thro a Land. And ſome have thought, that 
an Earthquake gives vent to certain venemous 
fubrerraneous Fumes, which have infected the 
Air, and produced peſtilential Diſeaſes, as the 
Natural Effects thereof. 

AN p how great are the Effects of an Earth- 


quake, both upon the Bodies, and Minds of Per- 


ſons ? Their Bodies are put into a fit of Trem- 
bling, a cold Chilnefs ſeizes upon them, Faint- 
neſs enters into their Bowels,the Joynts of their 
Loins are looſed, and their Knees are ready to 
ſmite one againft another: and what Fear and 
Conftternation ſuddenly ruſhes into their Minds? 


 Aﬀoniſhment raketh hold of them, they are even 


at their Witts End, and know not what to do, 
nor where to go; the apprehenſions of a Sudden, 
Unuſual Death, in their full Strength, and in fo 
Terrible a manner, fills them with Amazement, 
and they cry out, with the Pſalmitt, O Lord, 
our Fieſh irembhies for fear of Thee, and we are afraid 
sf thy Fudgments, Thus it is ſaid of them, jo the 
T me of an Earthquake. 1 Sam. XIV. 15, Ther? 


2% trembling in the Hoſt, in the Field, and among 


ail be Jeople; ihe Garriſen, and the poi ſera, they 
| aljo 
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alſo trembled, and the Earth quaked, ſo it was a us. 
ry great Trembling. Thus much may ſuffice to 
have ſpoken to the Nature of Earthquakes, their 
Cauſes, and Effects. I paſs to ſay, ” 
II. TaaT when Earthquakes happen, it 4 ihe 
Lord of Hoſts that viſiteih a Place therewith, Ty 
come not of themſelves, nor by mere Chance an' 
Accident, nor purely by the Force of ſecond Cau- 
ſes; but they are ſent by the Lord of Hoſts, who 
has the ſole Direction and Government thereof, 
And this is Evident, | 
1. In that ſometimes God vilits a place with 


an Earthquake from the more immediate Influence © 


of His own Almighty Power. Tho' there may be 
ſometimes Natural Cauſes of an Earthquake, 
yer there are ſome Earthquakes, that we may 
well ſay of them, that they have no Natural 
Cauſe, but God Himfelf, by His own immediate 
Hand, ſhakes the Earth, and it trembles, and js 
greatly moved. We have ſeveral Inſtances here; 
of upon Sacred Record, 

Tavs when Iſrael paſs'd over the Red Sea, of 
the River Zordan, there ſeems to have been an 


Earthquake produced by the immediate Hard of 
God, which the Pſalmiſt commemorates, Pſal. 


CXIV. When |/rael went out of Egypr,—— ihe 
des ſaw it, and fled, Jordan was driven back; the 
Mountains ſkipped like Rams, the little Hills liks 
Lambs, What ailed thee, O thou Ses, that thou. fled- 
fl? thou Fordan, that thou waft driten bac? 3e 
Mountains,that ye skipfped like Rams S ye litiſe Hills 
like Lambs? Tremble,thou Earth, at the P:eſence of 
the Lord, at the Prefence of the God of Facob. To 
Which Moſes alſo may pollibly allude, when he 
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Nays, Exod. XV. 12. Thou flretchedſt out thy Right 
Hand, the Earth ſwallowed them. A very remark- 
able Inſtance we have of this, in the Earthquake 
that ſwallowed up Corab, and his Companions, 
Num. XVI. 30-33. If the Lord make a new thing, 
and tbe Earth open ber mouth, and ſwall:w then 
wp, with all that appertaineth unto them, and ihbey 
£0 down quick into the pit, then ye jhall underſtand 
that theſe men haue provoked the Lord. And it an 
came to paſs as be had made an end of ſpeaking all ſit 
zbeſe words, that the Ground clave aſunder that was 
under them, and the Earth opened her mouth, and © 
ſwallowed them up, end their Houſes, and all te 8' 
Men that appertained unto Corab, & all theirGoods, L. 
end they, and all that appertained to them, went I ha 
down alive into the Pit, and the Earth cloſed up:n | 
then, & they periſhed from among the Congregation, I 1" 
Tavs when God gave the Law, upon Mount he 
Sinai, tis ſaid, Exod. XIX. 18. Mount Sinai was pl 
altagetber on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lord deſcended D 
upon it in Fire, — and the whole Mount quaked B. 
greatly. This ſhaking of Sinai was from the 
more immediate Power of God, as the Pſalmilt 
obſerves, Pſal LXVIII 7. O God, toben thou wenteſt 
before thy People, the Earth ſhook — Sinai itſell 
was moved at the preſence of the God of [ſrae!. 
Tuus the Earthquake that happened at the 
Crucifixion of our Lord, recorded, Mat. XXVII. 
51. and That at His Reſurrection, mentioned, 
Mat. XXVIII. 2. were evidently from the imme: 
diate Power of God, and not from the natural 
Operation of Second Cauſes. | 
| AND to add no more; when Paul and Silas 
ang the Praiſes of God in Priſon, at Midnight, 
: Ws ne 
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we read, Act. XVI 26. Suddenly there was a great 
Earthquake. All of which ſhews, that ſometimes 


God by His own immediate Almighty Power,in 


2 Supernatural way, vifits a Place with anEarth- 
quake, - Bur, 


2. WHATEVER be the Second Cauſes producing 
an Earthquake, flill it is the Lord of Hoſts thas vi- 
s a Place therewith, And this is evident, 

1. Ix that the Lord of Hoſts has the abſolute 
Government of all Second Cauſes. This is but a- 
greable to the Style, The Lord of Hoſts ; He is 
Lord of all the Hoſts of Heaven and Earth; He 
has the Supremacy & Government of all things, 
whether Rational, or Irrational, Animate, or 
Inanimate; He is the Lord of them all, for He 
hath made them all; and He doth what He 
pleaſeth, in Heaven, Earth, and Sea, and all 
Deep Places f. His Dominion extends to the 
Bowels, as well as to the Surface of the Earth, 
The Deepeſt Caverns, and whatſoever of Wind, 
or Water, or Fire may be lodged in thoſe dark 
Recepracles, they are all at His Command. 80 
that ſuppoſing there are Second Cauſes that are 
productive of Earthquakes, yet it is the Lord 
of Hoſts that viſits a Place therewith, becauſe 
Ne has the abſolute Government of thoſeSecond 
Cauſes, He endows them with their Power of 
Motion and Action, and He can increaſe and 
ſuſpend “their Power as He pleaſes. He ſup- 
ports them in the Exerciſe of their Power, and 
Attention to the Laws of Motion; and without 
the Concurrence of His Providence, Rule, and 


£26. CXXXV. 6. * 7 Dan, III. 2. 3 
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Government, they cannot exert themſelves, but I pr 
immediately looſe all their Vertue, and Efficacy, I an: 
So that as He holds the Winds in ourAtmoſphere I Dr 

in His Fiſt, ſo He does thoſe in the deepeſt and Inu 
molt retired Caverns; as He ſtilleth the Raging th: 
of the viſible Ocean, and ſers Bounds thereto,ſo Il. 
He does to the hidden Waters under the Earth; mc 
as He kindles or ſuſpends the Influences of the I an' 
Fire upon the Earth, ſo He does thoſe in the the 
Vaults below. Whence it is, that no Secord I hu 

Cauſes, which by their natural Virtue, and O- FE Hi: 

j peration may be adapted as fir Means to bring Frei 

on an Earthquake, can produce ſuch an Effect, Hi 

without His Almighty Arm, to ſet thoſe Cauſes I Se 
on work, to uphold them in their Operations, | 
to give Efficacy to them, & accompliſh theAﬀett 
by them. So that becauſe God has the abſolute 

Government of Second Cauſes, therefore when- 

ever an Earthquake befalls any Place; it is the 
Lord of Hoſts that viſits them therewith, 

2. ThE Lord of Hoſts limits and ſeis Bounds 
J0'every Earthquake, This plainly follows upon 
the former Head; for becauſe He has the abſor 
tore Government of Second Cauſes, therefore 
He limirs and ſers Bounds to their Operations, 

and Effects. And this He does to every Earth- 

qg"vake. He limits it as to the Time of it; that 

a People ſhall be viſited therewith at ſuch 2 

Time, and no other, even as He gireth the 

Snow, and the Rain from Heaven when He 

pleaſeth. He limits them as their Extent, that 

they ſhall ſhake this Town, or that City, or 
ſhall roam more extenſively thro'out a whole 

Country, and He fays to them, as He does ro rde 

Gem. 4 proud 
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proud Waves of the Sea, hitherto ſhall ye come, 
and no further . He limits them as to their 
Duration, that they ſhall continue ſo many Mi- 


nutes, or Seconds, ot ſo many Hours, or Days; 


that they ſhall give Juſt ſo many Shocks to a 
Place, and return upon them ſo often, and no 
more. He limits them alſo as to their Meaſure 
and Degree, and ſets Bounds to their Effects, and 
they are either ſtronger, or weaker, more or leſs 
hurtful and deſtruQtive, as ſeemeth good unto 
Him. In all theſe things God atts as a Sove- 
reign, eſtabliſhes His own Counſel, and fulfilleth 
His own Pleaſure, and it is out of the reach of 
Second Cauſes to diſappoinr, or controul Him *. 

3. THe Lord of Hoſts accompliſheth His own 
Ends and Deſigns by Earthquakes, Tho' the na- 
tural Cauſes of an Earthquake are Inconſcious, 
and know not their End, yer the Lord of Hoſts 
over-rules and Governs them ro accompliſh thoſe 
Ends and Deſigns which He aims at by them. 
Hence Job ſaid, Job. IX. 4.— He is wiſe in Heart, 


—which removerh Mountains end they know not, 


which overturneth them in His Anger; which ſhaker 
the Earth out of ber place, and the Pillars thereof 
tremble. Sometimes God aims at the Manifeſ- 
tation of the Glory of His Majeſty by them, 
and convince all the World that His Name 
alone is Jehovah; as by the — which 
was at the giving of the Law upen 

Sometimes God may ſend an Earthquake to give 
Confirmation to His Truths; as by thoſe at the 
Crucifixion, and Reſurreftion of our Lord. 
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Sometimes He may aim at the manifeſting of 
His gracious and favourable Preſence with His 


People; as when Feter and John, were aſſembled 


together with'the Diſciples in Prayer; 'tis ſaid, 
Act. IV. 31. When they bad pra) ed the place was 


. ſhaken where they were aſſembled together, and tbey 
were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt. And ſometimes 


God has caus'd an Earthquake in Mercy unto 
His Servants, that by it He might work won- 
drouſly for their Deliverance; as when Haul 
and Silas were Impriſoned, and faſtned in the 


Stocks there, that there might be no way left 


for their Eſcape, we are told, AQ, XVI. 26. 
Saddenly there was a great Earthquake,. ſo that the 
Foundations of the Priſon were ſhaken, and imme: 
diately all the Doors were opened, and every ones 
Bands were looſed. Thus was Deliverance 
wrought for His Servants, 


Bur moſt uſually Earthquakes are ſent in 


Judgmenr, and as a Puniſhment upon a Nation 
or People. Thus 'tis threatned as a Judgment 
upon Jeruſalem in my Text. Hence alſo we 
find God threatning them, (which whether it be 
underſtood of a Literal or Meraphorical Earth- 
quake it amounts to the ſame thing,) Ezek. 
XXXVIII. 19, 20. In my Jealouſy, and in the Fire 
of my wrath bave I ſpoken, ſurely in that Day there 
ſhall be à great Shaking in the land of Iſrael, ſo that 
wall the Men that are upon the face of the Earth ſhall 
ſhake at my Fre ſence, I the Mountains ſhall be thrown 
down, and the ſleep places ſhall fall, and every Wall 


ſhall fall ro theGround. oo alſo we are told, Pſal. 


XVIII.7:The Earth ſhook & trenb el, tbe Foundation: 


of the Hills alſo moved & were ſbaken, becauſe He = 
oi. 
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wroth, The Lord of Hoſts vifits a Place with 
anEarthquake ro manifeſt His Diſpleaſure at the 
Inhabitants thereof, & to let them ſee, and know 
that He is Angry; and by this He accompliſhes 
His Deligns of Judgment upon them, And who 
is there of us, that knows any thing of an Earth- 
quake, and has felt the Earth trembling under 
us, or our Houſes rocked and tottering over out 
Heads, that does not with Fear and Trembling, 
= 8 it as à ſore and terrible Judgment 
0 8 


Bur theſe things may ſuffice to Illuſtrate and 
Confirm the Doctrine, I paſs now to make ſom 
Improvement of what has been ſaid. "Foo 


Us E. I. Doexs the Lord of Hoſts ſometimes 
viſit a Place with Earthquakes, See then and 
adore the Mighty Power of our God. Who is 2 
God like unto Him, or who hath an Arm like 
God ? Is any Man in Strength ſo great, or can 
the united Force of all Mankind, produce ſuch 
an amazing Effect, as the Shaking the Pillars 
of rhe Earth, and making them to Tremble ? 
Alas! How weak & feeble is all rheir Strength? 
Bur the Lord of Hoſts is able to ſhake the Earth 
out of irs Place when He pleaſeth. He need 
but rouch the Mountains, and they ſmoke, and 
the Hills, and they are moved at His Preſence. 
He that by a Words ſpeaking gave Being to the 
Earth, and put it into its natural Motion, can 
eaſily by an other Word of Command, give an 
unuſual and Extraordinary Motion to it. 

How ſhould the Conſideration hereof raiſe in 
| x our 
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our Minds, the moſt High, and adoringThovghts 
of the Almighty Power of Gd? 

How ſhould this Thought fill us with an 
Holy Fear and Reverence of Him? Fear before 
Him all the Earth. He can ſhake all the Earth; 
and ſhall not the Heart of Man tremble at His 
mighty Power? What Sinner ſo great and 
mighty as to ſtand before this All-powerful 
Cod? Who ever hardened themſelves apainſt 
Him, and proſpered > Wilt thou then provoke 
the Lord to Jealouſy ? Are you Stronger than 
He? Can He not in a Moment, when you leaſt 
- think of it, and are ſleeping ſecurely in your 
Beds, ſhake your Houſes down cver your Heads, 
and cruſh you to pieces'? Or can He not cauſe 
the Earth io open her Mouth, and iwallow you 
up, that you ſhould go down quick into thePit ? 
And will yov not then Fear to Sin againſt Him, 
and provoke Him to Anger? O, let the Dread 
of the molt High fall upon you, and His Excel- 
lency make you afraid. 

On the other hand; What a Foundation is 
here for our Hope, and Tyuſt in the Lord of 
Hoſt, who is able to do more for us than we 
can ask or think? He has all the Hoſts of Hea- 
ven and Earth ar Command, and can accompliſh 
whar Mercy Hz pleaſeth for them that put their 
Truft in Him. He can work Salvation as well 
as Deſtruction, without the help of Second 
Cauſes, by the Strength of His own Arm ; and 
can fave by Many or by Few, or without any, 
How ſhould the Thought of the Almighty 
Power of God diſplayed in an Earthquake, lead 
us to the moſt ſteady Truſt and W 
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Him, who is able to Wound, or to Heal, to fave 
alive, or to Deſtroy; and who can, in wond tous, 
and unexpected ways, fulfil all the Mercy, He 
has promiſed to them that Love and Serve Him? 
Thus the Earthquake which we have ſelt, ſhould 
reach us to adore the Almighty Power of our 
God, to aſcribe Greatneſs unto Him who is 
known, by His Name Jan, and by His wonder- 
ful Works among the Children of Men, | 


2. Tzis ſhould teach us, to admire the Goodneſs 
end Mercy God to ws, in Sparing of us in ihe Time 
of an EariFquake. If it is the Lord of Hclts that 
Rules and Governs the Earthquake, and ſets 


. Bounds and Limits thereto, then unto Him do 


we owe the Glory of all the Preſervations, of 
our ſelves, and our Habitations, when the Earth 
has been ſhaking under us. For it were caſy 
with Him to have enlarged His Commiſſion, 
and to have deſtroyed us, and our Dwellings 
together, Had the Earthquake, that ſo lately has 
paſſed under us, been but a little Stronger, or 
of longer Continuance, who can ſay, how ſoon 
it might have levelled our Houſes with the 
Ground, and have buried vs alive in the mighty 


Tuines? But thro” the tender Mercy of our God 


we are ſpared: and not unto us, O Lord, not un- 
ro us, hut unto Thy Name alone be all the Glory. 
How diſtinguiſhingly good, has our God been to 


us herein? That when He has bro't ſuch Deſo- 


lation upon ſo many parts of the World by ter- 
rible Earthquakes, as in Holy, & Sicily, and neat- 
er hand in Jamaica upon the 7tb of June, 1692, 
jet He has been n, pleaſed to ſpare Thee, 
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O Neu- England. Think not, that it was be⸗ 
cauſe we did not deſerve to be deſtroyed there- 
by, as well as other places; for there ate cry ing 
.  Abominations to be found among us. As our 
Bleſſed Saviour ſaid, Luke XIII. 4. The Eigh- 
teen upon whom theTower of Siloamfe!l,and flew think 
ye that they were Sinners above all the Men in Jes u- 
falem, I tell you nay; but except ye repent ye ſhall 
all likewiſe Periſh. Let then the ſenſe of this 
Qiltinguiſhing Goodneſs of God abide upon our 


Hearts, & influence us to make ſuitable Returns 


to the Lord our Preſerver, and lead us to Kepen- 


tance. 1 

And therefore, 5 

Laſtly ; OH ! Let every Soul now be per ſwaded to 
bearken to the Voice of God, in the awful Providence, 
#bar He bas been paſſing beſsre is in.There is a Voice 
of God in allHisProvidences; bur there is a pecu- 
liar loud Voice in ſuch awful Providences, as that 
of being viſited with an Earthquake, God has 
been vititing us with this tremendous Judgment 
this Week. How terrible and ſurpriſing was the 
firſt ſudden ſhock thereof, the Laſt Lords Day- 
Night, a little before Eleven, when the molt of 
us were in our Beds, and were awaked with a 
melt hideous Roaring, and terrified with the 
rocking of our Houſes, the rattling of our Win- 
dos & Doors, and the Earth fhaking under us? 
Into what a Maze and Fright were we thrown? 
How did our Fleſh quiver, and our Joynts trem- 
ble, and our Hearrs melr within us, becauſe 
thereof? and how often has the fhock been re- 
peared, ever ſince, both Day and Night, tho' in 
leſſer Rumblings? every one of which ſeemed 
5 . a- ne 
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2-new to ſtartle and confound us. And this has 
happened, not to a particular Town or Place, 
but to far as we can learn, to the whole La 
which has more or leſs felt the Trembling, A 
what is the Language of this ſore Judgment? 
bur that of the Prophet of old, Amos IV. 12, 
Prepare to mest thy God, O Iſrael, 


Wherefore, 

1. LET us all ſer upon unſeined Repentance, and 
Reformation of all that is amiſs among us. What 
is the procuring Cauſe of the Divine Judgments? 
but Sin; which provokes the Lord to Anger. 
And whar is the ſpecial Voice 'of this Judg- 
ment? but, Repent, Repent, O every one of you. 


Therefore the Prophet Iſaiah, when he is de- 


nouncing this, and other Judgments, from God 
upon the Jews; ſays, Iſai. XXVII. 9. By bn 


ſhall the Iniquity of Jacob be purged, and the Fruit 


thereof is to 1ake away Sin. This is what God ex- 
pets, when He is coming ſo near unto us ia 
Judgment, that every One ſhould fer himſelf to 
the Amending of One, that Iniquity may not 
prove our Ruin. O let us all then, do what we 
can to reform our Lives, and amend our Evil 
Ways. Think how your Sins ſtared you in the 
Face, when the tremendous Judgment of God 
ſurrounded you; and now unfeignedly put away 
thoſe Evils from you, that they may not pull 
down. the Divine Vengeance upon your Heads. 
Here ſuffer me plainly to mention ſome Sins, 
which I look upon very much to be the crying 
Sins of the Land, and of this Town in particu: 


lor N 
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- Firſt; Is not the Cry of Injuſtice exceeding 

reat among us? Is it not too apparent, that a 
Worldly Spirit poſſeſſes the moſt of Men, and 
even of the high profeſſors of Religion? Inſo- 
much that generally Men will ſtick at nothing, 
which the Civil Law cannot take hold of them 
for, to graſp, and gripe, and oppreſs, and de- 
fraud, and Couzen, and impoſe upon one ano— 
ther, that they may enrich themſelves. Falſe 
Weights! falſe Meaſures ! falſe Wares! O 
how common, almoſt every where, are they 
to be found among us? Thus every one ſecks 
his own, and not his Neighbours Profit and 
Ad vantage; few, or none walking by the Gold- 
en Rule, of doing as he would be done by. O let 
the cry hereof be no more heard among us; but 
let every Man thoroughly reform One, 


Again; Is there not a Flood of Drankenneſ 
prevailing among us; This was ene of the Sins 
fox which God denounced. his ſore }10gments, 
in my Text, and Context, as we may ſee, Iſai. 
KXVIII 1, 7. Io to the Drunkardy of Epbraim: 
they have Erred ithrs' Wine, and thro? ſlrong 
Drink are they out of the Way, . all Tables 
are full of Vomit and Filthineſs, ſo that itere is no 


place clean. And alaſs! "tis tn vain to attempt 


ro hide it; Drunkenneſs, and Error thro? ſtrong 
Drink is become one of the crying Sins of this 
Land, and of this Town in a ſpecial manner. 
The multiplying of Tipling Houſes, the amaz- 
ing Conſumption of ſtrong Drink, the Reeling 
and Staggering of many Perſons, the Srammer- 
ing of their Tongues, aud the violeace of the 
: FC 
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paſſions of many more, ate too plain Evidences 
zgainſt us. Well may God make our Earth ro 
reel and ſtagger under us; when we are ſo given 
to reel and ſtagger upon ir. I beſeech you, as 


you love your Lives, as you love your Souls, ler 


there be a ſpeedy Reformation. 


Again; ARE there not abominable Unclean- 
neſſet among us? This ſeems to be pointed at in 
my Context, when 'tis ſaid, Wai. XXIX. 15, 
Their Works are in the Dark, & they ſay, who ſeeth 


uw? who knoweth us? Their Secret Uncleanneſſes 


were among their Works of Darkneſs. And is 
it not ſo among our ſelves? How many Inſtances 
of it multiply upon us? Have there not been in- 
celtuous Marriages among us? as well as adul- 
terous ones? And how common is it for young 
Perſons to have known one another before their 
Marriage together ? Theſe Things are Polluti- 
ons to the Town, and Land, and greatly Provoke 
the Holy God, that He might well ſpew us 
cut of His Mouth. O that the loud Call of 
Providence might be hearkened to, and that ſuch 
things might be no more found among us. 


Finally ; How barefaced, and open is the Pro- 
faniry of this People ? This alſo was a prevail- 
ing Evil in Zudah, and therefore, tis here ſaid, 
ver. 23. They ſha Sanctiſy my Name, and Santtt- 
fy the Holy One of Facob, and ſhall fear the God 
cf Iſrael: Implying that they had not Santtifyed 
bur Profaned His Name. And alas ! What 
horzid Profanations of the Name of God are to 
be found among us, in the hidgous, Curſing, and 

„ Sweating, 
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Swearing, that is become almoſt the common 
 Laoguage of too many among us 7 Ard how 
openly do we ſee Perſons Profaning the Sabbath 
of the Lord, in their Sports, and Diverſions, eſ- 
pecially on the Lord's Day Evenitg? Do we not 
ſee them walking in droves to ſerve the Devil, 
after they have been pretending to ſerve God? 
I am credibly informed, Thar the laſt Lord s- 
Day Evening was very remarkable for the Pro- 
fanity of it; and that many of our People were 
caught, both abroad, and in their Houſes, in the 
very Act of their Sinning, when' rhe terrible 
Judgmeat of God came and ſhook the Earth un- 
der them, and their Houſes over them. Verily 
the Profanation of the Lord's-Day is a crying 
Abomination ; and beczuſe you will not ler the 
Sabbath of the Lord enjoy its Reſt, therefore 
God is ſo diſreſting you, and upon that very 
Day, as He has remarkably done the Summer 
_ palt. I earnelily entreat you, That theſ: Evils 
may be reformed ; and that thoſe, whoſe Buſi- 
neſs 'tis to help forward a Reformation, would 
in good Earneſt apply themſelves hereunto. 


AND to our external Reformation, be exceed- 
ing careful to add a hearty and unfeigned Re- 
pentance, in a Godly Sorrow for your paſt 
Sins, and in ſubduing Iniquity in your Hearts, 
as well as in your Lives. Does not your Heart 
within you rremble ar the Earthquake ? and 
will you then dare to hug any thing there, that 
ſhall expoſe you to the Divine Anger? 


2. NoW 
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2. NOW earneſily ſet your ſelves to ſeek the 
Lord. This is the Language of the awful Pro- 
vidence of God, ſeek je the Lord, while He may 
be found; call je upon Him, while He 5s near, Iſai. 
LV 6. Seek the Lord, in a conltant Obſerva- 
fie of all His holy Command ments; by a di- 

igent Attendance upon His Worſhip and Or- 
dinances Seek the Lord, by living and walk- 
ing in the Fear of the Lord all the Day long; 
muintairirg a holy Awe and Reverence of Him 
upon your He»rrs continually. Seek the Lord, 
in the Fxercile of all the Social Vertues, of 
Righce-ulcl3. Mercy, Love, Gentleneſs, Pati- 
ence, Li: uffering, Meekneſs, and Charity. 
And feek 1%e Lord, by your earneſt Prayers, 
calling upon the Name of the Lord your God, 
that He would appear for your Help, ard grant 
you His Salvation. When Fonab's Marriners 
were tn a Storm, they ſaid ro him, Jon. I. 6. 
What meaneſt thou, O Sleeper, ariſe and call upon 
thy Gud, if ſo be that God will think upon us, that 
we periſh not. And will you be fo fleepy and 
ſtupid, when God is ſending an Earthquake a- 
morg you, as not to ariſe ard call upon Him, 
that you may not periſh? O let there not be 
one Prayerleſs Perſon, not one Prayerleſs Fa- 
mily, from this Time forward ro be found a- 
mong us; but ler your Fears drive you upon 
your Knees, and make you ſerious, earneſt, im- 
portunate in your Supplications, Night and 
Diy, unte the Lord of Hoſts, that you periſh 
not. | 
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To have done, 


3. NOW be exceeding careful what Bottom yon 
fand upon, You ſee the common Earth, on 
which you tread, is bur an uncertain Founda- 
tion, it totters under you, and may open its 
mouth to devour yon, and all your Subſtance. 


And will you then be ſo unwiſe, as ro found 


all your Hopes and ExpeQations upon the 
Things of this World, which may all be con- 


ſumed in a Moment? O be perſwaded now to 


make ſure of that Good Parr, which cannot 
be taken away from you, that thoſe things 
Which cannot be ſhaken may remain with you. 


 Anv ſee to the Foundations of your Hope for 
Eternity. If you had periſhed in the late 
Earthquake, O what would have become of the 


greateſt Part of you, thro'out Eternal Ages? 


Had you ary comfortable Grounds to Hope, 
that your Sins were Pardaned, and that your 
Souls would have been ſaved £ Or, did not 
your Sins fy in your Face, and your Conſcien- 
ces terrify you, and tell you plainly that God 
was Angry with you? What would you then 
have given, for an Intereſt in the Sin-pardoning 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt? What would you then 
have given, to have had the comfortable Hopes 
of going to Heaven? O ler this loud Call and 
Alarm of. Providence, mind you of the ap- 
Proaching Judgment, and quicken: vou, to give 
all Diligence to make your Calling and E- 
lettion ſure, by working out your own Salva- 
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tion with Fear and Trembling. Let it drive 
you to Chriſt, the Rock of Ages, the Everlaſting 
Strength, that abideth ſure, and ſtedfaſt; and 
Whoſover is built upon Him ſhall not be aſham- 
ed, nor confounded, World without End. Our 


Bleſſed Saviour has aſſured us, Mat. VII. 24. 
hoſoever beareth my ſayings, and doth them, I will 


liken bin unto a wiſe man, that built bis Houſe 


upon a Rock, and the Rain deſcended,and the Floods 
came, and the Winds blew, and beat upon ihat 
Houſe, and it fell nor, for it was founded upon a 
Rock, That Rock is Chriſt. If you are in 
Him, you are ſafe from all Storms, and Tem- 
peſts, and Earthquakes ; none of them all ſhall 
be able to overthrow your Hope of Eternal 
Life; becauſe He will preſerve all that are 
founded upon Him, thro? all the Revolutions of 
Time, and thro' the Horrors of Death itſelf, to 
His Kingdom and Glory. If you are built upon 
Him, and have a Title to Heaven, thro' the 
Merits of His Blood, then need you not Fear, 
tho' the Mountains be moved into the midſt 
of the Sea, tho' the Earth ſhake, and the Pils 
lars thereof Tremble z bur you may ſafely, 


and comfortably leave it with God, to take - 


His own Time, and Way, to fetch you our of 
this, to that Better World, where is your Hope, 
and your-Treaſure. Well then, make ſure of 
this, as the one thirg needful, that Chriſt be 
in you the Hope of Glory. This will be the 
beſt Preſervative againſt the Fear of Death, be- 
cauſe aſuitable Preparation for itz and then 
the Diſſolution of the Earthly Houſe of this 
3. 72  » ons Tabernacle 
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manner of God's Dealings with us, and the 


'an unuſual and awful manner; and come very 
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Tabernacle, tho' attended with the Terrors of 
the Earth diſſolving under you, will be but the 
fetching of you away to the Building of God, 
the Houſe not made with” Hands, Eternal in 
the Heavens, E 


O Let the loud call of Divine Providence be 
unto you a ſtrong Motive, and Excitement to 
all of this. And now ſeriouſly conſider the 


many Terrors He has been paſſing before us in, 
the Summer paſt, He has vifited us with the 
roaring Thunder, and the flaſhing Lightning, in 


near to us, in the Effects of the Exploſion, par- 
ticularly on the ſecond of Fuly laſt. He has 
viſited us alſo with the Storm and the Tempeſt, 
with ſuch an Hurricane of Wind, as our Fa- 
thers have hardly known before us, and we 
felt ſome of the ſad Effects of it to our Coſt, 
the Sixteenth of September laſt in the Evening. 
And now He has been viſiting of us with the 
Earthquake, and a great Noiſe, upon the Twenty 
ninth of October, and ſeveral Days following f. 
O let the Twenty ninth of Ollober be a Night much 
remembred by us, and never be forgotten. 


Theſe things have all of them happened upon, 
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+ After the firſt great Shock, the Rumbling Noiſe of the Earth- 
quake was heard, for about 3o Times, to the Seventh of 
November, about 2 quarter after Eleven, A, M. Which is the 


laſt certain account I have of it, 
or 
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För near to the Sabbath |, to mind us of our 
: Sabbath Sins, and excite us to Sabbath Duties. 
ö And if we will not be reformed by theſe 
l things, who knows what a Flame of devouring 


Fire the Lord may next Kindle among us; or 
what other ſore, and deſolating Judgments He 
hath reſerved in ſtore for us. Remember the 
awful Words, Lev. XXVI. 27, 28. If ye will not 
for all this Hearken unto me, but walk contrary 
unto me; then I will walk contrary unto you alſo; 
in Fury; and I, even I, will chaſtiſe you ſeven times 
for your Sins. 
—_—_— — — — — — o 
I The Thunder, which did ſome Damage, Fuly 2. about 5. h. 
85 m. Lords- Day; The Tempeſt on 16. of September was on 
aturday Evening, the Effects whereof were heavy upon us 


the next Lords-Day ; and the Earthquake began on Lord's- 
Day Night, betwecn 10. & 11. . 
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[ Sinee the Writing of this, the Noiſe of the Earthquake has 
been heard often, as, Nov. 9. at 20 m. after 10. The 1:©th, 
it was heard twice lait Night, about 11. and juſt about Day. 
The Twelfth again. The r4th. laſt Night. The 19th. at 
9 h. 20 m. A. M. The zoth. it was heard ſtrong. The 
27th. about 9 h. 20 m. A.M. Dec. 6th. heard laſt Night. 
The 7th. heard again laſt Night. The $th. between 10 

' & 11. to Day It was conſiderably loud. The 12th} it was 
heard about 5o m. after 8 this Evening. 

It is ſaid that ic has been heard every Day more or leſs, upon 
ſome part or other of Merrimack-River : But theſe are the 

| Times of ir's being heard among us. Nor do I know of it's 
being heard ſince che 12 Inſtant. ] 
Marblehead, Dec. 23. 
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BOOKS lately Printed for, and Sold by 
Samuel Gerriſb, at the lower end of Corn- 
hill, Boſton. | 


ERMONS and Diſcourſes on Several Occaſions, By 
8 the Rev. and Learned Ebenezer Pemberton, A, M. 
lite Paſtor of the South Church in Baſton, & c. To 
uch is added A Sermon after his Funeral, By the Rev. 
Mr. Colman, containing ſome Account of Mr. Pemberton“ 
Life and Character. Now ficſt Collected into One Volume, 
With the Author's Effigies, | | 


Indian Converts ; Or, Some Account of the Lives and 
Dying Speeches ot a Conſi lera ble Number of theChriſtianiſed 
INDIANS of Martha's Vinyard, in Nen - England, By the 
Rev. Experience Mayhew. A. M. Preacher of the Goſpel 
to the Indians of that Iflind. To which is added, Some 
Account of thole Engliſh Minifters who have Succeſſively 
Prefided over the Indian Work in that and the Adjacent 
Iſlands. By the Rev. Mr. Prince. 


Sermons on ſeveral Subjects; Viz, A Corfirmation of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; upon Heb. II. 3. in One 
Sermon. Compel them to come ia; upon Luke XIV. 23. 
in One Sermon. The Chriſtian Hero; Or the Saints Victory 
and Rewards; upon Rev III 2x. in Six Sermons. By the 
Rev. Jobn Barnard, A. M. Paſtor of a Church in Marbles 
bead. = 24 

es 0 AP 07 

Aſhon's Memorial : Or, An Authentick Account of the 
Strange Adventures and Signal Deliverances of Mr, Philip 
Aſhton, of Marblebead in N. E. Who, after he had made 
his Eſcape from the Pirates, liv'd alone on a Deſolate Iſland 
for about Sixteen Menths, With a ſhore Account of 
Wir. Nicholas Merritt who was taken at the ſame time. 
To which is added, A Sermon from Dan. III. 179, On Oc- 
Occaſion of Nr, Aſbton's return homes, By the Rev. 
Mr. Barnard, 


Ratio Diſciplinz Fratrum Nov. Anglorum. A Faithful 
Account of the Diſcipline Profeſſed and Practiſed in the 
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' BOOKS Sold by S. Serre, 


The Palm-bearers. A Brief Relation of Patient and J 
jnl Sufferings ; In che Hittory of the Perſecutions which the 
Church of Scotland ſuffered from the Year 2660. to the 
Year 1688. | ; | 


A Monitor for the Children of the Covenant. Or Ius 
ſtructions to thoſe who are Secking Baptilm for themſelyeg 
or the irs, How in au Acceptable Manner to lay held an the 
Covenant of God. N 


Two Sermons, Preach'd upon Recovery from Sickneſs; 


A Brief Ey On, A Soul piſſing from Death to Kife; 
Theſe Five by the Rev. Cotton Mather, D. D. 


Practical Diſcourſes on the Holineſs of Heaven. By the 
Rev. Mr. Nehemiah Walter, : 


Parents and Children at the Table of CHRIST. A Sacra2 
mental Diſcourſe, from Luke II. 41, 42. By the Revs 
Mr, Benjamin Coleman. 1 


A Summary Account of the Life and Death of Joſepb 
Quaſſon, Indian; By the Rev. Mr. Samuel Moodey. 


The Hiſtory of the Wars of New-England, with the 
Eattern Indians, from the Year 1703, to 1726. By Samuel 
Penhallow, Elq; 


A Short Narrative of the Life and Death of Eliſabeth 
Butcher, juſt Eight Years and Eleyen Months eld. With a 
Preface by the Rev. Mr. Joſeph Sewall. The ThirdEdition 


Miniſters of the Goſpel are CHRISTS Ambaſſadors, A 
Sermon Preach' at Wooditock, May 24th. 1727. By the 
Rey, Mr. Ebenezer Thayer, Ar the Ordination of the 
Rev- Mr, Amos Throop, | 


An Introduction to the Singing of Pfalm Tunes in 3 
plain and eaſy Method. With a Collection of Tunes jg 
Three Parts. By the Rev. Mr. Fobn Tufts. The Sixth 
Edition Printed from Copper Flates neatly Engrayen. 


8 


BOOKS Sold by S. Gerriſh: 
The World Alarm'd. A Surprizing Relation of a 
 BURNING-ISLAND lately riſen out of the Sea, near 
| Torcera ; with a Geographical and Theological Impreve- 
F. ment of fo Aſtoniſhing · an Occurrence. And a brief Hiftory 
YZ of the other Ignivomous Mountains at this Day fliming 
1 in the World. In a Letter to an Honourable Fellow of the 
* Royal Society in London; From a Member of the fame 
Society in - Soſton. ; 


Sermons Preach'd en the Occaſion of the Death of King 
GEORGE I. and Acceſſion of King GEORGE II. to the 
Britiſn Throne. By ſeveral Minifters of Bofton, N. E. 


; 
| | | | 
| Sermons Occaſion'd by the Death of the Rev. Mr. William 
| | 


2 


 Faldron, late Paſtor of a Church in Bofton, By ſeveral 
Miniſters of Boſton 1 


A Seaſonable Warning againſt Bad Compiny- keeping, 
From Prov. XIII. 20. By the Rev. Mr. Jobn Webb. The; 
Second Editioh. ; . 


Two Sermons, I. Frem Luke X. 41. 42. II. From Epb 
V. 14. By the Rev. John Cotton M. A. Paſtor of the 
Church in Newtown. SE 


The Holy Fear of Ged, and his Judgments, exhorted eo. 

In 2 Sermon Preach'd ar Newtown, Nov. 3 1727 From 

Eſal. CXIX. 120. On a day of Faſting and Prayer Oo- 

. Cafion'd by the late terrible EARTHQUAKE, Wirth 

- an Appendix, Centaining a Remarkable Accouar of the 

Extraordinary Impreſſions made on the Inhabitants of Ha: 
verhill, &c. By the Rev, Mr. J. Cotton. 


1 _ The Voice of the Lord, from the Deep Places of the 
||, Earth. A Sermon ( upon Fal. XCV. 4, 7 & 8.) Preach'd 
IN on the Thurſday Lecture in Boſton, in the Audience of the 
[| GENERAL COURT, at the Opening of the Seſſion, Nov. 
i 23. 172). Three Weeks after the FARTHQUAKE. 
( Pablifh's by Order of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. } 
1 With Marginal Notes, containing Remarkable Accounts o 
| many dreadful Effects of Earthquakes in other Parts of tht 
{| World. By the Rev. Mr. Foxcroft, 
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